Thanks to the efforts of all the NSFIndia-Bengal chapter volunteers, 25 scholars had been identified. Today, at a function held in the Udita complex in Santoshpur, Kolkata, the scholarship checks were distributed. 12 out of the 25 recipients showed up to receive the checks. 

A few points that's worth sharing with the greater NSF-India coordinators group (I would also urge all other NSF India coordinators to share their experiences with the whole NSF-India coordinators  and liaisons group so that we can all learn from each other):

1. Each of the scholars were asked to bring a photo-id from their college to identify themselves. They also brought a xerox copy ofthe photo-id and left a signed copy of the same with the volunteers here at NSF Bengal.

2. Many of the scholars don't have bank accounts. They were diligently explained what to do with the check that's made out in their names. 

3. Each of the scholar was asked to give a contact phone number (most have access to a mobile number of parent, friend or roommate etc) and an email address. Some did not have email id and were asked to create one and keep in touch with us.

4. An email id (nsfbengal@gmail. com) has been created and was shared with all the recipients. They were asked to send their contact details, study details to this email address. This email to nsfbengal account will be automatically forwarded to the nsfindia-bengal yahoogroup. Thus everyone can see these emails from the scholars or others.

5. Each of the engineering/ polytechnic scholar recipient received Rs 10,000 while the few science scholars that had been chosen, received only Rs 2500. In my opinion we need to revisit this for 2008 as the disparity is too large. We heard from the scholars that the boarding, meal and tuition expenses are ~ Rs 1500 per month with boarding and meal costing the most. Thus a yearly check of Rs 2500 is too meager. The cost of education is not less if one is in science/arts vs. engg/medical. We do not usually give out scholarships to non engineering/ polytechnic/ medical streams anyway. But when we do give out to limited students in sciences we should not have such a big disparity.

6. Since the university was closed for winter holidays, not all recipients could make it to the function. In addition since the renewal checks have not been received from Hyderabad, only new scholars were invited today. We should probably get all fresh and renewals checks together and hand them out in a single function. That way there can be networking amongst our scholars from different years.

7. A lot of the scholars mentioned they had heard about NSF through seniors or past recipients. Thus word of mouth through existing scholars is working. We need to figure out how we can keep these scholars motivated to keep in touch with us and then eventually give back to other underprivileged students.

Many thanks are due to the core volunteers at NSF-India Bengal, Mr. Anil Ghosh, Mr. Kamal Mitra, Dr. Roychoudhury, Mrs. Cecilia Merwar and Mrs Susmita Mitra whose efforts and diligence have led to the increase in the number of scholarships given out this year.

Photos from the distribution function have been uploaded at the following site:

http://picasaweb. google.com /nsfbengal/NSFIndia BengalSchola rshipsDistribution 

Thanks

on behalf of the NSF-India, Bengal volunteers

Samit Bhattacharya

Liaison 

North South Foundation, USA
