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Helping North South StudentsGain Admission to Elite Universities

AcceptU is proud to serve as the exclusive college counseling partner of the
North South Foundation. Our team of former admissions officers has helped
more than 8,200 students navigate the admissions process and earn
admission to the nation's most selective colleges and universities.

College Counseling

• Personalized admissions strategy
from grades 8-12

• Profile development, college list,
essays, applications

Extracurricular Planning

• Research, internships, capstone and
passion projects

• Long-term planning that helps
students stand out

Test Prep & Tutoring
• SAT, ACT, AP and subject tutoring
• Customized instruction from

expert tutors

500+
5-star verified,client reviews

91%
admitted to
a top-choice

16+
years advisingstudents

9/10
would referAcceptU

Scan to win an
AcceptU college
counseling program
Scan to book a
complimentary
consultation

info@acceptu.com acceptu.com 617-424-0700
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It is my honor to welcome you to the great state of North
Carolina! You have all worked incredibly hard to get to this
point. Finalists: your work ethic needs no adjectives. Your
commitment to pursuing your subjects of choice, even over a
summer break in which you could be relaxing without a worry
in the world, is commendable. Families: investing time and
resources to give your kids the opportunity to excel is exactly
the type of support system they need. Volunteers: the
Foundation would literally cease to exist if you weren’t here.

In our fast-paced, modern environment, it is incredibly easy to
get swept up in the current of the forward-looking world and
lose sight of where we began. When deliberating over what
image to place here, I realized I wanted this note to serve as a
visual reminder that there is a profound, irreplaceable value in
staying grounded to one’s roots – no matter what those unique
roots may be or where they are from. Embracing one’s heritage
isn’t about living in the past; rather, it is about anchoring
oneself in firm values, so that we have the stability and
strength to reach our goals. So, I chose this (pretty cool, if I say
so myself) picture of me playing the mridangam as a part of
my college Indian classical music group, taken this year.

As we dive into an intense weekend of competition, it is
natural to focus entirely on the upcoming results. In the midst
of that excitement and nervous energy, I want to leave you with
a word of advice from an old piece of wisdom: one that I lived
by during my 12 years as a NorthSouth competitor.

“We must seek the strength to change what we can, seek the
ability to accept what we cannot change, and seek the
wisdom to know the difference between the two.”
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To the Finalists, their Families, Volunteers, and the NorthSouth Community,   To the Finalists, their Families, Volunteers, and the NorthSouth Community,
Over the next few days, pencils will write, buzzers will beep,
and scores will be tallied. You are being judged, and that’s OK.
You have the strength to change how much focus, passion, and
heart you bring to the stage – control that with everything you
have. But the moment the pencil goes down or the final oral
round ends, let it go. Find peace in knowing you did your best,
and carry this with you: a single rank does not – and never will
– define your boundless potential.  This wisdom is a guidepost
not just for a competition weekend, but for a lifetime of future
challenging endeavors.

Lastly, an event of this magnitude requires a village of
dedicated minds and massive hearts. My deepest gratitude
goes out to the NorthSouth Board, the Leadership Team, and
my amazing Raleigh Finals team for their unwavering trust,
guidance, and support. I would also like to extend a warm
thank you to Meredith College for opening their doors and
serving as our gracious host venue for these National Finals.

To the youngest competitors: those butterflies in your
stomach? Every single person here has those. Even the
volunteers. Even your parents. Even me. You’ll get used to it.

To every contestant: breathe, trust your preparation, and
remember who you are. 

Now, let’s get this show on the road.
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Municipal Building | 222 West Hargett Street | Raleigh, North Carolina 27601 
Mailing address: City of Raleigh | Post Office Box 590 | Raleigh, North Carolina 27602-0590 

Warm regards, 

Janet Cowell
Mayor of Raleigh 

Dear Finalists and Families, 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to Raleigh and to Meredith College for this year’s
NorthSouth Foundation National Finals. My heartfelt congratulations go out to each of you.
Your selection from a pool of more than 8,000 regional participants is an extraordinary
accomplishment, and you should be exceptionally proud of all you have achieved. 

To our young contestants, I extend my warmest wishes. I hope you and your families enjoy the
finals, the activities, and the many wonderful programs arranged for this special gathering. This
national event offers a remarkable opportunity to create lasting memories. I encourage you to
savor each moment, form meaningful connections, and leave a positive impact on this event 
and on those you meet along the way. 

I hope that all of you and your families enjoy your time in Raleigh and can take a moment to
explore our greenways, restaurants, and museums. On behalf of the City of Raleigh, welcome,
and best of luck! May this experience be enriching, memorable, and inspiring for you all. 

July 31, 2026 
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 As you participate in this year’s competitions, I encourage you to enjoy all that our area has to offer.
The Town of Morrisville—recognized twice as an All-America City—is home to some of the region’s
best parks, greenways, and restaurants, and we would be delighted for you to visit during your stay.
Our community thrives because of its diversity, its welcoming spirit, and its commitment to
supporting families and young learners.

On a personal note, I know you will enjoy your time at Meredith College. When I lived in Raleigh a
few decades ago, I lived right next to the campus, and it remains one of the most beautiful and
inspiring places in the city.

To all participants, congratulations on reaching the National Finals. Your hard work has brought you
here, and I have no doubt it will carry you far in the years ahead. To families and volunteers, thank
you for the encouragement, guidance, and support you provide every day.

We are honored to welcome you to the Triangle. Please enjoy your time here and make the most of
this extraordinary experience.

Sincerely,

July 31, 2026

Dear NorthSouth Foundation National Finals Participants and Families, 

TJ Cawley 
Mayor of Morrisville 

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Triangle for the 2026 NorthSouth Foundation National
Finals, hosted at Meredith College in Raleigh. This event brings together thousands of talented
students from across the country, each demonstrating remarkable dedication, curiosity, and
academic excellence. 
Your commitment to learning and growth reflects the very best of what this region celebrates and
supports.

For more than three decades, the NorthSouth Foundation has empowered students by expanding
access to educational opportunities, fostering achievement, and nurturing future leaders. The
Foundation’s volunteers, families, and mentors play an essential role in uplifting young people and
helping them reach their full potential. We are proud to host an organization whose mission aligns so
closely with our community’s values of inclusion, education, and service.
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

316 North Academy St.
Cary, NC 27513 

P.O. Box 8005
carync.gov 

July 31, 2026 

Harold Weinbrecht
Mayor of Cary 

Dear Participants, Families, and Volunteers, 

On behalf of the Cary Town Council, welcome to the Triangle for the 2026 NorthSouth
Foundation National Finals. Congratulations to each student who has earned the opportunity to
compete. Your dedication, curiosity, and hard work have brought you to this exciting milestone,
and we celebrate your commitment to learning and academic excellence. 

The NorthSouth Foundation has inspired generations of students to pursue knowledge and
reach their full potential. Thank you to the parents, volunteers, and organizers whose support
makes this exceptional event possible. 

While you are here, I hope you have the opportunity to explore our vibrant region and enjoy all
that it has to offer. Best wishes to all the competitors for a rewarding National Finals! 

Sincerely, 
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 
“There is nothing we can’t accomplish when we work together.” – Mayor Jacques K. Gilbert

Office of Honorable Mayor Jacques K. Gilbert 

TOWN OF APEX
 PO Box 250 | 73 Hunter Street

Apex, North Carolina 27502
919.249.1260

Jacques Gilbert 
Mayor, Town of Apex

 
July 10, 2026 

Dear Mr. Sashank Ganapathiraju, 

On behalf of the Town of Apex, it is my pleasure to extend a warm welcome to the students,

families, educators, volunteers, and supporters attending the 2026 NorthSouth Foundation National

Finals, held at Meredith College in Raleigh from July 31 through August 2, 2026. 

Congratulations to each student who has earned the opportunity to compete. Your hard work,

dedication, perseverance, and commitment to academic excellence are commendable, and your

achievements are a testament to the encouragement and support of your families, teachers, and

mentors. We are grateful to the Raleigh Chapter of the NorthSouth Foundation and Meredith College

for hosting this year's National Finals and welcoming participants from across the nation to the Triangle

region. Events such as these celebrate learning, inspire future leaders, and provide students with

opportunities to challenge themselves while building lasting friendships, broadening their perspectives,

and creating lasting memories. 

The Triangle region—including the City of Raleigh, the Town of Apex, and our neighboring

communities—is proud to welcome you to North Carolina. While you are here, I encourage you to

explore all that our region has to offer. If your travels bring you to Apex, you'll discover why we are

known as the "Peak of Good Living." Our community is recognized for its welcoming small-town charm,

vibrant downtown, outstanding parks and greenways, and strong sense of community. We would be

delighted to welcome you and your family during your stay. 

Best wishes to all participants for a rewarding and successful competition. May this experience inspire

continued curiosity, lifelong learning, and new friendships. Safe travels, and welcome to North

Carolina! 

Very truly yours, 



In September 1893, a young monk from India stood before the Parliament of Religions in Chicago
and, in a few words, changed how the West saw his homeland. But the message Swami
Vivekananda carried was not only for that room. Woven through his lectures in the years that
followed was a single, recurring idea: the true purpose of education is not to fill the mind with
facts, but to build the person. He called it “man-making.”

Vivekananda was blunt about the education system of his own time. He described a schooling
that taught a child to distrust everything around him — his father, his grandfather, his teachers,
even his own traditions — until, by sixteen, the child had become, in his words, “a mass of
negation, lifeless and boneless.” He believed such an education, however full of information, was
worse than no education at all, because it could not produce a single original thinker, only
imitators.

His alternative was simple to state and hard to practice: education should be the training that
brings the will under control and makes it fruitful. It should assimilate a few ideas so deeply that
they become character, rather than pile up a library’s worth of facts left undigested. “If you have
assimilated five ideas and made them your life and character,” he said, “you have got more
education than any man who has got by heart a whole library.” The end and aim of all training, he
insisted, is to make the man grow — not merely to polish the outside when there is no inside.

Is Man-Making Still Relevant, 130 Years Later?

It is worth asking, plainly: does a nineteenth-century monk’s idea about character have anything
to say to a child preparing for a spelling bee or a math Olympiad in 2026?

I would argue it has more to say now than ever. We live in an age of nearly unlimited information
— a child today can reach more facts on a phone than Vivekananda’s entire negative-education
system could stuff into a lifetime. Information is no longer the scarce resource; character is. The
child who can memorize a thousand words but cannot sit through failure, who can solve for x but
folds at the first sign of criticism, who has been handed every answer but never learned to ask a
hard question of himself — that is exactly the “mass of negation” Vivekananda warned against,
dressed in modern clothes.

Man-making, translated for today, is not a lecture on old philosophy. It is a set of habits, practiced
daily:

Self-discipline — showing up to practice on the days you don’t feel like it
Self-initiative — starting the extra chapter no one assigned
Self-reliance — working through the problem before asking for the answer
Self-evaluation and self-reflection — knowing honestly where you stand, and why
Selfless service — giving time to someone who needed it more than you did
Self-learning — chasing the question the syllabus never asked

These are not add-ons to education. Vivekananda would say they are education. A trophy earned
without these habits teaches a child to depend on the trophy. A trophy earned through these
habits teaches a child to depend on himself — and that is the difference between an ordinary
result and an extraordinary person.

M A N - M A K I N G :  W H Y  A  1 3 0 - Y E A R - O L D  I D E AM A N - M A K I N G :  W H Y  A  1 3 0 - Y E A R - O L D  I D E AM A N - M A K I N G :  W H Y  A  1 3 0 - Y E A R - O L D  I D E A    
S T I L L  B E L O N G S  I N  E V E R Y  C H I L D ' SS T I L L  B E L O N G S  I N  E V E R Y  C H I L D ' SS T I L L  B E L O N G S  I N  E V E R Y  C H I L D ' S

E D U C A T I O NE D U C A T I O NE D U C A T I O N

M A N - M A K I N G :  W H Y  A  1 3 0 - Y E A R - O L D  I D E A  
S T I L L  B E L O N G S  I N  E V E R Y  C H I L D ' S

E D U C A T I O N
Dr. Ratnam Chitturi, Founder and Chief Mentor, NorthSouth Foundation
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From Man-Making to Standing for What Is Right

Character-making has a second half that Vivekananda also insisted on: the courage to act
rightly, even against convention. This is not a separate thread in history — it is one
continuous line. America’s founders staked their lives on the belief that life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness were worth the risk. Henry David Thoreau, protesting an unjust
war, refused to pay a tax and gave the world Civil Disobedience. Gandhi picked up
Thoreau’s idea half a world away and turned it into a tool that helped free a subcontinent.
Martin Luther King Jr. studied Gandhi’s method and used it to bend America toward its
own promises. Nelson Mandela walked the same path to end apartheid in South Africa.
Each of these men was, at some point, an ordinary person who decided that character
was not a private virtue but a public responsibility — that self-discipline and courage,
practiced consistently, could move history.

That is the same message, at a smaller scale, every NorthSouth child is being asked to
carry: practice the values, not just the material. Strive for what is right — in the way you
compete, the way you treat a fellow competitor, the way you handle a wrong answer in
front of a room — as a constant pursuit, not a one-time performance.

The NorthSouth Foundation Way

This is the quiet philosophy the NorthSouth Foundation
has always stood for: that an ordinary child, given the
right support and asked to hold themselves to the right
standard, can become extraordinary. The Bee and
Olympiad stages are the visible part. The invisible part —
the one that matters thirty years from now — is the man-
making: the discipline, the initiative, the self-reliance a
child builds while preparing for that stage, whether or
not they ever win it.

Vivekananda’s speech was given more than 130 years
ago, in a different country, to a different century. But
“stand on your feet and be men” has not aged out of
relevance — if anything, in a world eager to hand
children every answer, it has become more urgent, not
less.

As we close another National Finals, thank you to the
volunteers who gave their evenings and weekends to
make it possible, to the parents who drove the practice
and believed in the process, and to every child who
walked onto that stage.

Congratulations, and our very best wishes to every child
who is competing at the 2026 National Finals — may you
carry forward not just the memory of the competition,
but the habits it built in you.



dear everyone, 

we are so proud of
you all! 

love <3,
bee book committee

#dreamteam

11



Dearest gentle readers, participants, and families, 

Every year, the Finals bring together an extraordinary community of participants,
families, volunteers, and supporters, each contributing their own story to the
NorthSouth experience. While competitions may last only a few days, the friendships
formed, lessons learned, and memories created continue long after the closing
ceremony. This Bee Book is our attempt to capture those moments and preserve
them for years to come.

As we gathered reflections, photographs, artwork, and stories from across the
NorthSouth community, one theme appeared again and again: growth. Growth
through perseverance, through curiosity, through teamwork, and through the
courage to try something new. Behind every accomplishment is a journey filled with
dedication, encouragement, and countless hours of hard work. We hope these pages
celebrate not only the achievements you see on stage, but also the quieter moments
that made them possible.

This Bee Book is more than a keepsake. It is a snapshot of a community united by a
shared love of learning and service. Within these pages, you'll find stories that make
you laugh, moments that inspire you, and memories that remind us why NorthSouth
Foundation continues to bring together so many passionate individuals year after
year.

Creating this edition has been a truly collaborative effort. From collecting
submissions and interviewing participants to designing layouts and reviewing every
page, our committee worked with one goal in mind: to create something that reflects
the energy, spirit, and heart of the 2026 Finals. We are deeply grateful to every
participant, volunteer, parent, and contributor who shared a piece of their journey
with us. Without your stories, this Bee Book would simply be pages; with them, it
becomes a celebration of our community.

Whether you're revisiting your favorite memories, finding yourself in a photograph,
or reading about someone else's journey for the first time, we hope this Bee Book
reminds you of everything that makes NorthSouth Foundation so special. May these
pages serve as a lasting reminder of the friendships you've built, the challenges
you've overcome, and the incredible community you are now a part of.

Thank you for allowing us to tell your stories. We hope you enjoy reliving the
memories of the 2026 Finals as much as we enjoyed bringing them to life.

Warmest Wishes, 
The Bee Book Committee
Sowndarya, Pravi, Vardhini, Anish, Anirudh, Anjali, Sashank
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     Congratulations, Finalists! Every word spelled, every equation solved, and
every fact recalled on this stage represents hard work, perseverance, and a
whole lot of support from your parents and family. Whatever the outcome,
know this: you've already won by making it to the Finals.

National Finals participation offers a unique checkpoint along a much longer
journey of learning. It pushes you past comfort zones, helps you face both
success and challenges with grace, and lets you discover your passion. That
pursuit of excellence — tested one word, one fact, and one contest at a time — is
what builds confident, resilient learners for life.

None of this would be possible without our dedicated parents and volunteers.
Their feedback has helped us host Solution Day sessions and develop the
Contestant Feedback Form, refining our processes and responding to the needs
of parents and contestants alike. We encourage every parent and volunteer to
keep sharing your thoughts — together, we can continue building a stronger,
more responsive community of learning for the next generation.

To every contestant, parent, coach, and 
volunteer who made this journey possible: 
thank you for your continued 
participation and trust in NorthSouth 
Foundation.

Finalists — participate with confidence, 
think sharply, respond boldly, make new 
friends, and enjoy every minute of it!

Krishnan Gowri, Ph.D.
NorthSouth Contest Chair

A Message from the Contest Chair
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Nitara mentioned that NorthSouth
has been instrumental in helping
her maintain focus and discipline.

Laasya mentioned that she has
recognized the significance of

community impact.

Anay shared, “The
NorthSouth experience has

shown me that the
connections you build with
others often outweigh the

competition.” She also
emphasized that everyone

has the potential to amaze, so
it’s important not to approach

situations feeling like the
smallest person in the room.

Tejasvi expressed, “Competing
at the NorthSouth Foundation

has instilled in me the
importance of hard work,

preparation, and consistency.”

Intellectual stimulation
Gaining experience!
Contributing to
NorthSouth’s mission of
empowering youth and
education!
Motivated by the
challenging learning curve
Wanting to see
improvement!
Challenges!
Contribute to the
NorthSouth legacy!
WIN!!

How To Stay MotivatedHow To Stay Motivated

Some Contestants
are Inspired by: 

Curiosity!
Expanding knowledge
Watching their siblings,
parents, and peers work
hard!
Working hard to build a
career in a field they are
passionate about! 

Lacking motivation?
Here are some  ways

that NorthSouth
competitors stay

motivated!

Ashwika: "Take a
break and do

something you like."

Laasya: "Come back to
work later."

Anay: "Go do
something you like,

like read a book."

Tejasvi: "Take small
steps and remind

myself of your goals."

14



Stand out answers

Students’ AspirationsStudents’ Aspirations
Most Popular Answers

Doctor/Medical Professional
Scientist/Researcher
Mathematician
Engineering (including
aerospace, robotics, software,
biomedical, and mechanical)
Lawyer/Attorney
Space-related careers (astronaut,
astrophysicist, NASA)
Computer science/Technology
Business/Entrepreneurship 
Others: President of the USA,
Architect, Actuary, Cricketer,
Musician, YouTuber I donʼt know

Theme Park
Engineer

Linguist

Didnʼt you
already ask this

question before? 

Race Car
Driver

Roblox 
Creator

An adult

15

Students’ Role ModelsStudents’ Role Models

Mom &
Dad

President Dwight D.
Eisenhower
Lionel Messi
Virat Kohli
Elon Musk
Arabella Mansfield
Michael Phelps
Bill Gates
Dean Kamen
Angela Duckworth
J.K. Rowling
Christina Koch
Rameshbabu
Praggnanandhaa 

Sibling

Ludwig Ahgren
Sunita Williams 
Magnus Carlsen
Malala Yousafzai
LeBron James 
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul 

       Kalam

Barack & Michelle Obama
Olivia Rodrigo
Mary Wollstonecraft
Taylor Swift
Dr. Lara Devgan 
Nikola Tesla
Chris and Martin Kratt
Albert Einstein
Ravindra Jadeja
Stephen Hawking

BTS
Akash Vukoti
LeBron James



What Does Being atWhat Does Being atWhat Does Being at
NorthSouth Mean to You?NorthSouth Mean to You?NorthSouth Mean to You?
What Does Being at
NorthSouth Mean to You?
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How NorthSouth
Impacted My Life

I have been involved with
NorthSouth Foundation for more
than half a decade, first as a
competitor and now as a volunteer
and member of the National Team.
Although I initially joined because
my parents signed me up for
competitions, volunteering quickly
became much more than simply
helping at events. It became an
opportunity to give back to a
community that has given me so
much.

I started competing in NorthSouth
in 2020 with my brother, which
was truly unfortunate considering
the circumstances of that year.
However, I still felt a connection to
the organization, and was inspired
to start volunteering. Initially, I
started in the coaching program,
teaching in math before branching
out to the Computer Science and
Learning Journey classes. I fell in
love with teaching through
NorthSouth. Being able to
experience the moment that a
student understood a concept is a
feeling that cannot be replicated
anywhere. 

My first in-person volunteering
experience had a lot more of a unique
start. My family arrived nearly an
hour early to our first ever Raleigh
Chapter competition because we
mixed up the timings, and we ran into
a few people taking stuff out of their
car. I offered to help the chapter lead
unload supplies and prepare the
venue. Little did I know that this
simple act would change my world.
Throughout the weekend, I continued
helping wherever I was needed, and I
continued to make connections.

 Conversations with more of the
volunteers introduced me to the larger
mission of NorthSouth Foundation. I
learned that every competition and
most of the money that comes from
the Learning Journey and other
coaching helps raise funds for
scholarships that allow
underprivileged children in India to
pursue an education. Though I was
born in the United States, I have
always felt a deep connection to my
Indian heritage, and their mission
resonated with me. Every hour I
volunteered contributed to
opportunities that could change the
lives of those less fortunate.

17



I also appreciate NorthSouth because I
understand the organization from a wide range
of perspectives. As a competitor, I know how
exciting and sometimes stressful competition
day can be, especially for parents. As a
volunteer, I have learned what it takes behind
the scenes to create an organized, welcoming
experience for every student and family. That
perspective pours fuel on my fire to help people
by allowing me to make sure each participant
feels encouraged and supported, every parent
gets the worry-free environment that they need,
and every volunteer feels valued and supported.

The reason I’ve returned year upon year is a
combination of two things. Firstly, every event
reminds me that volunteering is about creating
opportunities for others. Whether I am setting
up contest rooms, solving last-minute
problems, or mentoring younger volunteers, I
know my work helps make the competition
successful while supporting a much larger
mission. Secondly, I love to see the smile on
every kid, the excitement and nervousness
etched on their faces, the energy that’s flowing
around in the air. 

That feeling isn’t something words can describe
effectively, and it’s something I want to
experience every day. 

I realized my love of helping people through
NorthSouth, and through this competition,
I've been able to make such a big impact on
students, parents, and my community, and
see it within them. NorthSouth has shown me
that leadership is about serving others and
making a meaningful impact. Over the years,
that commitment has allowed me to take on
greater responsibilities.

Before Regionals, the NorthSouth Chapter
Director from Raleigh, North Carolina
reached out to invite me to the National
Finals Team. I became the youngest member
of the group, but I had a lot of funan making
this event the most successful it could be. 

Before I joined, I thought that this was just
another competition that my parents desired
me to join. However, I learned how this is so
much more than just that. NorthSouth has
given me a community, a purpose, and a
chance to make a difference. I have seen kids
personally grow up in front of my eyes
through NorthSouth. 

That is why I will continue dedicating my
time to its mission for years to come.
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SpellingSpelling
BeeBee

Spelling
Bee



Nitara Desai
Edmond, OK

Krishika Dinesh
Morganville, NJ

Fionee Dumaswala
Easton, PA

Amogh Gargesha

Ritwin Amarnath
Seffner, FL

Shreyas Balla
Morgantown, WV

Sarah Bhadauria
Livingston, NJ

Artham Bhatt
Jacksonville, FL

Veer Bhutada
Acton, MA

Iraya Bidkar
Levittown, NY

Dyuthi Bolineni
Nashua, NH

Samhita Chennamsetty
Yorktown, VA

Gomathisankar Chockalingam

Cedar Park, TX
Sanaa Dasnur
Winterville, NC

Aadhar Adhikari
Marietta, OH

Neil Ajith
Virginia Beach, VA

Solon, OH

Junior Spelling BeeJunior Spelling BeeJunior Spelling Bee
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Rudhav Lokhande
Hillsboro, OR

Junior Spelling BeeJunior Spelling BeeJunior Spelling Bee

Paavai Kathiravan
Bettendorf, IA

Arjun Kohli
Moseley, VA

Sreemaan Komatireddy
Omaha, NE

Rohan Kumar
Gibsonia, PA

Shiv Lohia
Troy, MI

Kaira Jain
Bettendorf, IA

Varsha Kannan
Copley, OH

Aadya Nagudala
Sandy, UT

Aravind Nambudiri
Newton, MA

Abhinav Nanda
Katy, TX

Arjun Narayan

Ishayu Machiraju
Belmont, CA

Aria Mahesh
Weston, FL

Abhiram Mannava
Holly Springs, NC

Divaansh Maruboyina
Shrewsbury, MA

Short Hills, NJ
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Olumide Olurinde
Mountain Top, PA

Neil Phadke
Columbus, IN

Junior Spelling BeeJunior Spelling BeeJunior Spelling Bee

Yuvan Nunna
Holly Springs, NC

Neev Pandya
Chesterfield NJ

Aarya Parikh
Rancho Cucamonga, CA

Dharshan Periyasamy
Cumming, GA

Thanvik Neelamegam
Mountain House, CA

Sree Koundinya Neti
Valencia, CA

Rishabh Rao
Lehi, UT

Kiara Rastogi
Morrisplains, NJ

Mihir Raval
Augusta, GA

Vedh Rengarajan

Karthik Pidaparthi
Cary, NC

Anantha Puthraya
Westwood, MA

Nivin Rajasekar
Glen Allen, VA

Sudiksha Rajeti
Louisville, KY

Coppell, TX
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Sophia Sandesara
Raleigh, NC

Krishiv Sankar
Indian Land, SC

Saadhana Santhosh
Allen, TX

Varish Sekar
Latham, NY

Venba Selvan
Aurora, IL

Aarav Shankar
Naperville, IL

Juhi Rongala
Cottleville, MO

Ronik Saduneni
Waxhaw, NC

Junior Spelling BeeJunior Spelling BeeJunior Spelling Bee

Vihaan Sundeep
Fresno, CA

Ayansh Tammiraju
Chandler, AZ

Vikram Taneja
Westport, CT

Zachary Teoh

Sharvin Shanmugasundaram
North Grafton, MA

Avni Sharma
Austin, TX

Svasti Shreekar
Hillsborough, NJ

Siddharth Srinivasan
Harrisburg, NC

Houston, TX
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Abira Awasthi – Cary, NC
Isa Chaudhry – Parker, TX

Ronit Khedkar – Rochester Hills, MI
Anika Nair – Irving, TX

Dhruv Somireddy – Cary, NC
Sidharth Srinivasan – Lawrence Township, NJ

Rushank Verma – Mountain House, CA
Swetha Vinothkumar – Bridgewater, NJ

NOT PICTURED

Ahana Vishnoi
Irvine, CA

Junior Spelling BeeJunior Spelling BeeJunior Spelling Bee

Jasvik Vasireddy
Simpsonville, SC

Abhiram Venkata
Irving, TX

Taruni Venkata
Irving, TX

Vedika Verma
Middletown, DE

Ryan Vikram
Frisco, TX

Tara Yadav
Naperville, IL

Anay Terwadkar
Peoria, AZ

Akshara Upendra
Henderson, NV
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January 3  and January 4 , 2026rd th

Hosted at Chiguru Children’s Village in Vijayawada
Skills such as:

Resume Building
Group Discussion Insights
Interview Techniques
Workplace Etiquette
Life after Employment

Taught to every student who attended, giving them
necessities to succeed in a career and beyond. 
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Skills Development Workshop hosted by
NorthSouth



The program stood out for  its interactive,
two-way learning approach, making the

sessions practical and engaging.
Interacting with seniors and learning from
their experiences added significant value

-Prasanth Kumar Bollinedi

The interactive activities, group tasks, and
real-world simulations made learning

engaging and helped boost  my
confidence, communication skills, and

decision-making abilities
-Bhavya Sri Myla

This session gave me real clarity on what it
takes to move from College to corporate.
We learned practical skills like resume

preparation, how to perform confidently
in GDs, and how to face mock interviews.
Each session felt relevant, realistic, and

motivating
- Sai Aakash Koppuravuri

This program has been a valuable step in
my professional and personal growth.
Grateful for the opportunity to learn,

reflect, and grow alongside such
motivated peers. Looking forward to
applying these in the journey ahead.

- Alekhya Mannam

This program has added great value to
my learning journey and encouraged me

to continuously work on my skills for
future opportunities.

- Moulika Gurram

The program fostered an interactive
learning environment that encouraged

collaboration, peer interaction, and open
communication, enabling us to connect
with one another and build meaningful

professional relationships
- Vasavi Kolla

This experience truly helped me bridge the gap between college and corporate life. I gained valuable
insights into resume building, group discussions, interview skills, workplace etiquette, and professional
communication. The mock interview was a major confidence booster and pushed me to step out of my

comfort zone, improve my social skills, and express myself better
- Sudarshini Valimireddy

Read these Testimonials!

26



Every speller knows those three
words can make your heart race.
Years of studying and practicing,
hundreds upon hundreds of hours,
all come down to those few golden
seconds. One word can send you to
the next round. And if you get that
word wrong, you could end the
season early. The hardest part was
not the bell. It was facing everyone
who had believed that you would
make it. What do you tell your
friends, your parents, and the family
that came so far to see you succeed?
Those golden seconds start to feel
bitter, especially when it’s your last
year, and you gave it your all. In
spelling, messing up is always one
word, one letter, one bell, and it’s
over. There is no second round, no
next inning, and no teammate to help
you recover. Over time, mistakes stop
feeling like chances to grow and start
feeling like we aren’t good enough.  

The longer I competed, the more I
realized I wasn’t just studying words
anymore. I was defending my
identity as the spelling bee kid. I
began to feel that winning every
competition was something I needed
to do because my identity depended
on it.

“ Y o u r  w o r d  i s … ”
Ananya Prassanna

Winning didn’t always make me
happier; it motivated me to study
harder for the next competition.
The joy that had drawn me to
spelling now slowly gave way to
perseverance and keeping what I
had already achieved.  

People outside the spelling
community rarely understand
this. They see children spelling
complex words on a stage, not
the hundreds of hours spent
studying etymology, word lists,
and language patterns in pursuit
of a single competition. They
don’t see evenings spent alone
studying words or the guilt of
taking a day off because of the
bee. When someone says, “It’s
just a spelling bee," they don’t
realize that to competitors, the
spelling journey represents years
of sacrifice condensed into
microphone moments. Every
correct spelling slowly raises the
bar. Every mistake feels
catastrophic. Success starts to
replace curiosity with
expectation and passion with
perfectionism.  
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“ Y o u r  w o r d  i s … ”
Even with all that pressure, the
spelling bee also gave me
something extraordinary. It gave
me the chance to meet other
people who understood those
feelings without explanation. My
biggest competitors became some
of my closest friends for life.
While competing, you can find
yourself surrounded by others
who want to succeed but also
want you to succeed as well. This
isn’t about spelling a single word.
It is all about the work each
speller puts in. It’s about how
years of chasing a single word can
change how we think of
ourselves. The greatest lesson
spelling taught me was not about
language; being a speller is all
about resilience. One mistake or a
wrong letter could end a speller’s
journey, but it could never define
all the work behind it or the
person they have become because
of spelling.
----
Ananya Prassanna | Raleigh, NC |
3  Place, 2024 Scripps National
Spelling Bee

rd
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Sach Akella
Apex, NC

Aurora, IL Buffalo Grove, IL

Anvee Das
Mount Laurel, NJ

Tejasvi Dasari
Henderson, NV

Ruvi Gupta
New York, NY

Anjali Agarwal
Danville, PA

Senior Spelling BeeSenior Spelling BeeSenior Spelling Bee
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Ayush Ajay
Frederick, MD

Piyush Ajay
Frederick, MD

Satvika Arun
Weston, FL

Shruthi Ayyagari Ashwika Ballepu Reyansh Chakka
Northlake, TX

Akshaj Chidananda
Lemont, IL

Siniksha Chockalingam
San Antonio, TX

Darshan Dudda
Voorhees, NJ

Prudhvi Gandham
Aliso Viejo, CA

Kushi Gottimukkala
Morrisville, NC



Fremont, CA

Ashburn, VA Shrewsbury, MA

Aadya Madabhushanam Rishik Madhamsetty
Dublin, CA

Shourya Mogulothu
Plainsboro, NJ

Akshara Jagannathan
Monroe, NJ

Senior Spelling BeeSenior Spelling BeeSenior Spelling Bee
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Sia Jahagirdar
Bothell, WA

Saathvi Jayakumar
Redmond, WA

Navika Joseph

Saishrihanreddy Julakanty
Matthews, NC

Aadhya Kandregula Aaravv Kiran Sumedh Kulkarni
West Windsor, NJ

Sahil Lakhani
Tampa, FL

Sreeya Lakkimsetti
Martinez, GA Apex, NC

Anay Mahesh
Orlando, FL

Aarhan Manish
Omaha, NE

Amukta Mantha
Portland, OR



Newton, MA

Little Elm, TX Waldwick, NJ

Marietta, GA

Soham Sahu
Fort Mill, SC

Laasya Mohan
Herndon, VA

Senior Spelling BeeSenior Spelling BeeSenior Spelling Bee
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Aditi Mopur
Barrington, IL

Arjun Movva
Plainsboro Township, NJ

Abhinav Nambudiri

Devesh Nandhakumar
Frisco, TX

Arinee Nilegaonkar Keona-Dannette Osae-Twum Rujva Patel
Liberty Township, OH

Madhesh Pillai
Chesapeake, VA

Sritha Potluri
Allen, TX

Pritika Prasanth
Ballwin, MO

Ava Premkumar

Oscar Quezada
Sioux Falls, SD

Jivesh Ramesh Kumar
Cary, NC

Vivek Raval
Augusta, GA



Carmel, IN

Austin, TX College Station, TX

Vikyath Tanamala
Leesburg, VA

Shriyans Sangamkar
St. Augustine, FL

Senior Spelling BeeSenior Spelling BeeSenior Spelling Bee
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Amyra Saxena
Briarcliff Manor, NY

Arjun Sengar
Round Rock, TX

Adhitri Sethuraghavan

Nivaan Shah
Austin, TX

Tiana Shah Shivani Shanmugam

Shourya Sodhani
San Jose, CA

Shreya Somani
Cumming, GA

Indra Sriram
Dallas, TX

Manvik Swamy
Cumming, GA

Akshara Thummala
San Ramon, CA

Sumukh Tirumalasetty
Chandler, AZ

Adarsh Venkannagari
Acton, MA

Bentonville, AR
Adhyut Siyalsh



Shrey Bariki – Irving, TX
Atharva Bomman – Tucson, AZ
Purvik Byregowda – Olathe, KS
Ashvik Chintanaboina – San Jose, CA
Paranika Ethakota – Lake Charles, LA
Mauryavardhanreddy Kudumula – Brentwood, CA
Reya Manda – Lufkin, TX

NOT PICTURED

Senior Spelling BeeSenior Spelling BeeSenior Spelling Bee
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Moksh Maru – Sanford, FL
Ishaan Nair – Irving, TX

Mahima Pradeep Kumar – Arlington, MA
Taahir Shaikh – Chagrin Falls, OH

Sanil Thorat – Shreveport, LA
Insiya Zaranwala – Glen Allen, VA

Tej Yadav
Naperville, IL



10 THINGS I'D SAY TO SOMEONE10 THINGS I'D SAY TO SOMEONE10 THINGS I'D SAY TO SOMEONE
COMPETING NOW:COMPETING NOW:COMPETING NOW:

10 THINGS I'D SAY TO SOMEONE
COMPETING NOW:

Shrey Parikh
2026 Scripps National Spelling Bee Champion

1st NorthSouth Spelling 2024, Top-10 NorthSouth Vocab 2025, 5th NorthSouth Spelling 2023
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1. Action is the most
important step to progress.

Without getting the ball
rolling, it is impossible to
improve at something. Do

first, think later.

2. Being nervous is OK. Stress
means you care. Just use it to

fuel you to perform better.

3. Aim for consistency.

Doing 2 hours a day for 4

days is better than doing 8

hours one day and nothing

for the rest of the week.

When you keep it

consistent, you will

steadily get more done.

4. Win or lose, think of this

as practice. At the end of

the day, the trophy

doesn't really matter. The

knowledge and

experiences you gain are

what make competition so

amazing.

5. Your competitors areyour community. Viewyour competitors aspeers, not obstacles.These like-minded peopleare the ones that willstick with you.

6. Be creative.

Everyone is different.

Tweak what others

have done and study

in a way that suits
you.

7. Develop a technique
that helps you build

confidence. Confidence iskey. Without it, doubt cancreep in and cause you to
not think straight.

8. Balance your brain. Don't get too
obsessed with one thing as this can lead to

burnout. Do something fun like playing a
sport to destress.

9. Remember the journey, not the
destination. The true beauty of
these contests really happens

during the part no one sees:
preparation. Step back and

admire how much work you have
put in and what you have built

with your studying.10. Have fun! Don't get too wound up. No
matter what competition, remember it
is all in the name of fun, practice, and

improvement.
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Learning Journey: Shaping
the Future of Education
Since its inception, the NorthSouth Foundation has been a beacon of academic 
excellence and community enrichment. At the heart of our mission is the Learning
 Journey Program, a specialized supplemental program designed to empower K-12 students with the foundational
academic skills, critical thinking, and confidence they need to succeed in school and in life. As we look toward the
future, our Learning Journey continues to evolve, blending cutting-edge educational subjects with advanced, custom-
built technologies to streamline classroom experiences.

NARAYANA JANGA, CHIEF COACHING OFFICER

Expanding Our Horizons: New & Core Offerings
Our curriculum is constantly expanding to meet the demands of a rapidly changing academic landscape. This year,
we are proud to showcase advanced pathways across several core disciplines:

English Language Arts (ELA): From foundational Spelling Bee techniques and advanced Vocabulary
development using classical etymology, to high-level Creative Writing and Persuasive Essay Writing.
STEM & Mathematics: Complete pathways for competitive success, including MathCounts, AMC 8, and MOEMS
prep, as well as general school-readiness crash courses.
Scientific Frontiers: Immersive courses mapping Earth and Space Sciences, integrated physical/biological
sciences, and specialized tracks like Introduction to Neuroscience (BrainFacts) and Science Olympiad prep.
Geography Bee: Comprehensive explorations of global geopolitics, physical topography, and cultural landscapes.

Flexible Delivery Models
We understand that every child learns differently. To accommodate diverse schedules and learning styles, our
courses are delivered through:

1.Coach-Led Live Sessions: Immersive, highly interactive classes led by dedicated subject-matter experts and
mentors.

2.Trimester-Based Concept Acquisition: Structured 14-week concept packages that systematically build academic
stamina and deep-dive subject familiarity.

Tech Behind the Scenes: Empowering the Classroom
To support hundreds of virtual classes, thousands of students, and our invaluable army of volunteer educators, we
are actively designing and deploying tailored automation tools. Our goal is to minimize administrative friction so
that teachers can focus purely on teaching, and students on learning.
Intelligent Monitoring Scripts (Live)
To maintain the highest standard of class quality, our backend development team built Daily Learning Journey
Operational Summary scripts. These automated workspace systems run every morning to:

Audit classroom schedules and ensure Zoom/Meet links are perfectly synchronized.
Compile automatic, daily teacher-led reports.
Flag delayed homework submissions or student access issues instantly, allowing administrative volunteers to
coordinate quick, proactive outreach to parents.

On the Horizon: ClassAdminBot (Coming Soon!)
We are also hard at work developing the ClassAdminBot, an upcoming, intuitive chatbot assistant designed to
revolutionize classroom support. While it is still in the early stages of development and preparing for its upcoming
alpha testing, we are designing it to eventually handle instantaneous classroom support. Once live, it will help
students and parents retrieve class recordings, manage access requests, and answer curriculum questions so that
technical roadblocks never interrupt a student’s learning.

https://www.northsouth.org/learning-journey/
https://www.northsouth.org/learning-journey/
https://www.northsouth.org/learning-journey/
https://www.northsouth.org/learning-journey/


Our Heartbeat: The Community of Learners & Leaders
The magic of the NorthSouth Learning Journey doesn't come from the technology or the textbooks – it comes
from the remarkable people who bring this community to life. Whether you are a student taking your first
step or a volunteer dedicating your time, you are the heartbeat of this program.

To Our Inspiring Students: Discover What You Can Achieve
To all the brilliant minds embarking on a NorthSouth Learning Journey:
"Preparation is the bridge between a dream and an achievement."
Every class you attend, every challenging math problem you solve, every essay you draft, and every spelling
word you master is building a stronger, more capable version of you. Our programs are not just designed to
help you win trophies; they are designed to help you discover what you are truly capable of. Keep asking
questions, never be afraid to make mistakes, and enjoy every step of your unique learning journey!

To Our Passionate Volunteers: Shape the Future With Us
Behind every virtual classroom, automated script, and lesson plan is a dedicated, passionate community of
volunteers—from the educators who teach, to the coordinators who manage the administrative tracks, to the
developers building our backend tools.
If you have a passion for education, technology, or community service, we invite you to join our family:

For Aspiring Educators & Mentors: Share your knowledge and ignite a lifelong passion in a student. Your
guidance will shape the next generation of leaders.
For Organizers & Administrators: Help us keep our programs running smoothly. Your coordination
ensures every child has a seamless learning experience.
For Tech Enthusiasts & Developers: Join our tech team! Help us refine our monitoring scripts, build out
the upcoming ClassAdminBot, and design the digital infrastructure that powers thousands of online
classes.

"Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote every day about the kind of community you
want to live in."

By giving your time to NorthSouth, you aren't just teaching a class or running a script – you are actively
investing in a supportive, accessible, and high-achieving ecosystem where every child has the chance to soar.

Whether you are here to learn, to teach, or to build, there is a place for you in our global family. Let's make
the next learning journey possible, together!
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Learning Journey: Shaping the
Future of Education

To register for upcoming classes or to sign up as a volunteer, visit our
official NorthSouth Learning Journey page.



WORDS CHOSEN BY NORTHSOUTH SPELLERSWORDS CHOSEN BY NORTHSOUTH SPELLERSWORDS CHOSEN BY NORTHSOUTH SPELLERSWORDS CHOSEN BY NORTHSOUTH SPELLERS



Vocabulary Bee 
vo·cab·u·lar·y bee /vəˈkabyəˌlerē bē/

1.a: a competition where curiosity, knowledge, and
quick thinking transform words into victory

       b: a competition created by 
                                        NorthSouth Foundation

(NOUN)
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Junior
Vocabulary

Junior
Vocabulary

Neil Ajith
Virginia Beach, VA

Akshara Balaji
Bothell, WA

Sarah Bhadauria
Livingston, NJ

Artham Bhatt
Jacksonville, FL
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Dyuthi Bolineni
Nashua, NH

Dhimahi Chaudhari
Bloomington, IL

Ditya Chaudhari
Bloomington, IL

Krishika Dinesh
Morganville, NJ

Mahati Guru
Farmington Hills, MI

Aaditya Kandpal
Big Rapids, MI

Varsha Kannan
Copley, OH

Akshara Kattula
Princeton, NJ



Junior
Vocabulary

Junior
Vocabulary
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Viven Khullar
Ashburn,VA

Shiv Lohia
Troy, MI

Rudhav Lokhande
Hillsboro, OR

Divaansh Maruboyina
Shrewsbury, MA

Aravind Nambudiri
Newton, MA

Arjun Narayan
Short Hills, NJ

Anantha Puthraya
Westwood, MA

Kiara Rastogi
Morrisplains, NJ

Ronik Saduneni
Waxhaw, NC

Varish Sekar
Latham, NY

Venba Selvan
Aurora, IL

Avni Sharma
Austin, TX



Junior
Vocabulary

Junior
Vocabulary

Ryan Vikram
Frisco, TX

Ahana Vishnoi
Irvine, CA

NOT PICTURED
Dhruv Dani – Beachwood, OH

Anirudh Hariprasad – Newton, MA
Vihana Maru – Sanford, FL

Rithik Mulupuri – Harrisburg, NC
Sidharth Srinivasan – Lawrence Township, NJ

Vedika Verma
Middletown, DE

Vardaan Sharma
Portland, OR

Tara Yadav
Naperville, IL
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A  L e t t e r  T o  M y  Y o u n g e r
S e l fHirsh Sandesara

Dear Younger Me,

Right now, you think the entire world
hinges on the next round, the next
spelling list, or the next math
problem. It doesn’t, but the habits you
are building right now will shape the
rest of your life. Here is what I need
you to understand:

You are not your score. Your self-
worth is entirely separate from your
performance on any given
competition day.

Failing publicly is a superpower. It
hurts at the time, but it completely
removes the fear of taking risks later
in life.

Isolate your weaknesses. Don't waste
time practicing what you are already
good at because it feels comfortable.
Attack the gaps in your knowledge
first.

Lift as you climb. If you have
mastered a concept, explain it to a
peer who is struggling. Teaching
others is the ultimate proof of your
own mastery. When your competitive
days are over, don't just walk away.
Come back as a volunteer, a judge, or
a mentor. This only works if we help
the next generation.

Don't compare your behind-the-scenes
to everyone else's highlight reel.
Everyone is struggling with the
material; they just hide it better.

Intellectual humility is mandatory.
The moment you think you know
everything is the exact moment
someone else outworks you.

Rest is a weapon. Burnout is real, even
at your age. Pulling an all-night study
session right before a finals round
yields diminishing returns. Trust your
preparation and sleep.

Learn to lose with grace. True
sportsmanship is revealed in how you
carry yourself when things don't go
your way.

Thank your parents. You aren't the
only one sacrificing your weekends,
driving long hours, and feeling the
stress. Acknowledge the team behind
you.

Enjoy the ride. It feels intense right
now, but one day you will look back on
these intense, hyper-focused
weekends with incredible fondness.
Have some fun with it!

Sincerely,
Older Me
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Intermediate
Vocabulary Bee

Intermediate
Vocabulary Bee

Aurora, IL
Aviva Ayyar

Dublin, OH

Avika Chandak
Olathe, KS

Niyati Chandrasekar
Portland, OR Scottsdale, AZ

Siniksha Chockalingam
San Antonio, TX

Shruthi AyyagariAnjali Agarwal
Danville, PA

Misheeta Aluru
Aurora, IL
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Logan Bailey
Houston, TX

Aurelian Basu
Lagrangeville, NY Nashua, NH

Reyansh Chakka
Northlake, TX

Ghanashyam Bolineni

Aruj Chintakuntlawar



Intermediate
Vocabulary Bee

Intermediate
Vocabulary Bee

Mount Laurel, NJ
Prudhvi Gandham

Aliso Viejo, CA

Navika Joseph
Fremont, CA

Aadhya Kandregula
Ashburn, VA Newark, CA

Rheya Kaur-Pekker
Pittsburgh, PA

Anvee DasRidhi Damera
Chester Springs, PA

Agniv Das
San Marcos, CA
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Sthanu Ganesh
Morris Plains, NJ

Kavin Sabarish Gowrishankar
Glen Allen, VA Monroe, NJ

Surabi Janakiraman
Buffalo Grove, IL

Akshara Jagannathan

Neil Kashyap



Intermediate
Vocabulary Bee

Intermediate
Vocabulary Bee

Herndon, VA
Arjun Movva

Plainsboro Township, NJ

Sritha Potluri
Allen, TX

Amyra Saxena
Briarcliff Manor, NY Bothell, WA

Tiana Shah
Austin, TX

Laasya MohanSumedh Kulkarni
West Windsor, NJ

Anay Mahesh
Orlando, FL
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Abhinav Nambudiri
Newton, MA

Devank Narayan
Acton, MA Waldwick, NJ

Rishi Paladugu
New Hill, NC

Keona-Dannette Osae-Twum

Oviya Senthilkumar



Intermediate
Vocabulary Bee

Intermediate
Vocabulary Bee

Leesburg, VA
Akshara Thiyagarajan

Cumming, GA

Mahathru Privin Vinod
Bothell, WA

Vikyath TanamalaShourya Sodhani
San Jose, CA

Indra Sriram
Dallas, TX
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Akshara Thummala
San Ramon, CA

Sumukh Tirumalasetty
Chandler, AZ

Adarsh Venkannagari
Acton, MASaratoga, CA

Akshay Vemuri

NOT PICTURED
Riyansh Aaytee – San Diego, CA
Ashira Gujju – Clifton Park, NY
Mauryavardhanreddy Kudumula – Brentwood, CA
Reya Manda – Lufkin, TX
Moksh Maru – Sanford, FL Sargum Modi – Acton, MA

Tanvi Mulupuri – Harrisburg, NC
Arjun Nair – Edison, NJ

Sanil Thorat – Shreveport, LA



NorthSouth Foundation's National Operations team has been rebranded as Community Engagement,
a change that reflects far more than a new name. It marks a deliberate realignment of our charter
toward sustained, year-round engagement with our community at the chapter level, rather than an
approach centered primarily around key events on the calendar.

Community Engagement is built on five functional pillars: Contests, Coaching/Workshops, Support,
Growth, and Events. Together, these pillars form a comprehensive framework for how NorthSouth
Foundation shows up for its members throughout the year. Regional contests give students a
platform to showcase their skills; coaching and workshops provide mentorship and skill-building
support; parent and student sessions keep families informed and involved; growth initiatives expand
our reach into new communities; and community outreach, including participation in cultural
events, keeps NorthSouth Foundation visibly connected to the broader community it serves.

Today, this work spans 74 chapters across 31 states, serving more than 7,700 registrations for regional
contests. Managing a community of this scale requires thoughtful structure. Chapters are organized
into five divisions, grouped by registration volume and geographic proximity, allowing leadership to
coordinate effectively while staying responsive to local needs. In parallel, chapters are being
strengthened by adopting an organizational structure that mirrors the national team's own design,
ensuring programs are executed consistently and best practices flow smoothly between the national
level and individual chapters.

At the heart of this structure is also a two-way relationship. Chapters do not simply deliver programs
to the community; they serve as a vital feedback loop, surfacing the evolving expectations and needs
of families and students back to national leadership. This continuous exchange keeps Community
Engagement's programs grounded in what local communities actually need, rather than a one-size-
fits-all model, and allows the organization to adapt as those needs change over time.

None of this would be possible without the people who power it. More than 175 volunteer leaders
form the backbone of Community Engagement, serving as Divisional Directors, Associate Divisional
Directors, Chapter Directors, and Associate Chapter Directors. These volunteers dedicate their time
and expertise to organizing contests, running workshops, supporting families, and representing
NorthSouth Foundation in their local communities. What unites them is a shared passion for
educational excellence for children; volunteering with NorthSouth Foundation is, at its core, an
expression of belief in the power of education to shape young lives, and a commitment to giving
every child the opportunity to excel.

As Community Engagement continues to mature, the focus remains clear: strengthen connections
with our community year-round, empower chapters with the structure and support they need to
thrive, and ensure that every student and family who engages with NorthSouth Foundation feels the
impact of a truly community-driven organization.

Community Engagement:Community Engagement:Community Engagement:
Building Year-RoundBuilding Year-RoundBuilding Year-Round

Connection at  the ChapterConnection at  the ChapterConnection at  the Chapter
LevelLevelLevel

Community Engagement:
Building Year-Round

Connection at  the Chapter
Level
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Manish Sarda, Chief Operations Officer, NorthSouth Foundation



O U R  S E V A  T E S T I M O N I A L S

As a volunteer, it was a truly meaningful experience. I got the opportunity to
observe how doctors and healthcare professionals serve patients with care and

dedication. The camp was well organized, and I learned a lot about different
departments and basic medical awareness. It motivated me to contribute more

to social service in the future. I feel grateful for being part of this initiative.
- Nikitha

Today, I had the opportunity to volunteer at a medical camp. My responsibilities
included guiding patients and assisting doctors. Through this experience, I gained a
better understanding of the patience, dedication, and responsibility required in the

medical profession. Interacting with patients helped me develop empathy and
improve my communication skills. Working alongside doctors allowed me to observe

how they manage patients calmly and efficiently. I look forward to participating in
similar service activities in the future.

- Vaidhika

Volunteering at the medical camp was a real eye-opener for me. In just six hours,
I realized how tough everyday life is for hospital staff. Even when they are

completely exhausted and tired, they never show it. Instead, they handle every
situation and every patient with incredible patience. They listen calmly and work

hard to solve problems. Seeing their deep dedication taught me a valuable
lesson. Thank you for this wonderful opportunity.

-Bennuri Aishwariya
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O U R  S E V A  
T E S T I M O N I A L S

Today, I volunteered at a free
medical camp, and it was truly
meaningful. I helped manage

patients, guided them to
appropriate sections, and

supported the medical team
with various tasks. Watching
the doctors and healthcare
staff work tirelessly to help

others inspired me greatly. The
experience taught me the

importance of service,
teamwork, and compassion. I

felt happy and fulfilled
knowing I contributed to
helping people in need.

- KODIPEKA AKHILA

Thank you NorthSouth Team and We for
Women Team for this volunteering

opportunity. It was my first time attending a
medical camp. Even though I come from an
engineering background, I gained valuable
experience by interacting with doctors and
people from different age groups. Working

with the Nutritionist and Psychiatrist, I
learned about medical devices and how to

interact with different kinds of people. This
experience improved my communication

skills significantly.

- NYALAKONDA SWETHA

I participated in my ÿirst NorthSouth
activity as a volunteer. It was wonderÿul to
see doctors who chose to treat people oÿ

NallaĀutta on Sunday, selectinĀ their
ÿamily as second priority. The doctors

showed immense interest and patience in
treatinĀ everyone. The volunteers carried

the proĀram on their shoulders ÿrom
entrance, enrollment, assistinĀ, checkinĀ,

ĀuidinĀ, helpinĀ the elderly, until
pharmacy. ToĀether we made the Free

Medical Camp proĀram a Ārand success!
Thank you NorthSouth and We ÿor

Women ÿor this initiative.

- PRAVEEN
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Today's volunteering at the camp was an amazing experience. I learned new
matters regarding mental and physical health and hospital staff operations. The

experience of serving needy people was truly fulfilling. The hospital staff was
very calm and politely explained everything to the patients. Thank you so much

for giving me this golden opportunity to be part of such meaningful work.
- Revathi Katle

It is a very good experience and a pleasure to be part of this camp. Through this
camp, I came to understand how patience is very important in our lives. This is a
very good way to improve networking and gain valuable insights into healthcare

and community service.
- Navya

O U R  S E V A  T E S T I M O N I A L S
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Maahith Atluri
Frisco, TX

Shreyas Balla
Morgantown, WV

Sarah Bhadauria
Livingston, NJ

Pahlaj Bhatia
Suwanee, GA

Sarah Abraham
Glenview, IL

Ananya Ashok
San Jose, CA

Artham Bhatt
Jacksonville, FL

Iraya Bidkar
Levittown, NY Cedar Park, TX

Vedansh Dasari
Sewickley, PA

Ishaan Dash Sanaa Dasnur
Winterville, NC

Tarun Deepak
Exton, PA

Tavish Deepak
Exton, PA

Math Bee
Level 1
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Gomathisankar Chockalingam

Princeton Junction, NJ



Rudransh Gabbeta
Lewisville, TX

ViraajGautham Gangula
Strongsville, OH

Sriram Giridharan
Lexington, MA

Maya Jacob
Plainsboro, NJ

Krishika Dinesh
Morganville, NJ

Daksh Donepudi
Okemos, MI

Advik Jairaj
Peoria, AZ

Prithvi Jayakumar
Redmond, WA Huntersville, NC

Hanvesh Kankanala
Cranston, RI

Paavai Kathiravan Viven Khullar
Ashburn, VA

Aryaan Kundu
Buffalo Grove, IL

Shiv Lohia
Troy, MI

Math Bee
Level 1

53

Shaurya Krishna Kanchan

Bettendorf, IA



Ayaan Malladi
Ellington, CT

Rishaan Mallik
Rockville, MD

Jack Lowery
San Diego, CA

Tianle Ma
Berwyn, PA

McKinney, TX
Abhiram Mannava

Holly Springs, NC

Divaansh Maruboyina Abhay Mensinkai
Louisville, KY

Anish Mishra
Georgetown, TX

Shreyansh Mitra
Aurora, IL

Math Bee
Level 1
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Riaan Mamidi

Shrewsbury, MA

Sriram Mothukuri
Santa Clarita, CA

Aadya Nagudala
Sandy, UT

Aravind Nambudiri
Newton, MA

Abhinav Nanda
Katy, TX



Yuvan Nanu
Holly Springs, NC

Arjun Narayan
Short Hills, NJ

Neev Pandya
Chesterfield, NJ

Riaan Patolia
Oklahoma City, OK Newark, DE

Kavya Peri
Hoboken, NJ

Akshaya Perumal Anay Pisolkar
Overland Park, KS

Reyansh Praharaj
Lisle, IL

Armaan Raavi
Cary, NC

Math Bee
Level 1
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Jaivik Reddy Penubolu

Cumming, GA

Nivin Rajasekar
Glen Allen, VA

Sri Eshvari Ramanan
Franklin, MA

Havish Ramkumar
Bee Cave, TX

Kiara Rastogi
Morrisplains, NJ



Avyukth Reddy Reddy
McKinney, TX

Arjun Sai
Alpharetta, GA

Aadya Sangineni
Louisville, KY

Vardaan Sharma
Portland, OR Folsom, CA

Kushagra Sikri
St. Augustine, FL

Risha Singh Aaryan Singha
Bala Cynwyd, PA

Vishvak Sridhar
Draper, UT

Vihaan Talluri
Northlake, TX

Math Bee
Level 1

56

Harveer Shergill

Lincoln, NE

Vikram Taneja
Westport, CT

Shaurya Tarigopula
Montgomery, AL

Zachary Teoh
Houston, TX

Pinak Vadlamani
Herndon, VA



Nidhish Varghese
Frisco, TX

Shriyan Vedaprakash
Sugarland, TX

Vihaan Veer Medleri
Littleton, CO

Yuvan Veeram
Naperville, IL Irving, TX

Ahana Vishnoi
Irvine, CA

Nithin Vivek

Math Bee
Level 1

57

Abhiram Venkata

Cypress, TX

NOT PICTURED
Samarth Bhavanichikar – Frisco, TX
Isa Chaudhry – Parker, TX
Mikhail Dean – Harvey, ND
Maithili Deshmukh – Sammamish, WA
Agastya Ram Inturi – Wesley Chapel, FL Rishabh Mahabhasyam – Bentonville, AR

Hrim Mehta – Austin, TX
Nainika Pragadesh – Lincoln, NE

Savya Rai – Doral, FL
Sid S – San Diego, CA



Our Mentorship Program
Testimonials

The mentorship program organized by
NorthSouth in coordination with Adobe was

very useful and informative. The mentors were
friendly, easy to communicate with, and always

ready to clarify our doubts. Their valuable
experiences and practical insights helped us
understand industry expectations, and their
career advice gave us a clearer path for our

future goals.
-Nithin Chowdary

I really liked being part of the NorthSouth
Scholarship Mentorship Program. My mentor,
Rajalakshmi, guided me very well — especially

in backend development and placement
preparation. She explained concepts in a
simple, clear way, which made it easier to

improve my skills, and her support helped me
gain more confidence for interviews.
-Kotikalapudi Satya Rama Pallavi

From the very first session, talking with my
mentor felt interesting. In the second session,
he gave me a route map that helped me start
my DSA journey. Every conversation with my
mentor is also improving my communication

skills and spoken English. I feel happy after
every session.

- Manne Mouli Karthik

Thank you for the mentorship program. Our
mentors genuinely care about us and always
guide us with complete honesty. Their real
experiences and straightforward advice are

helping us understand what to prepare for and
how to face it.

- Chigurusetti Iswarya

Thank you for conducting such an amazing
mentorship program. In my first session, my

mentor, Gopi Sir, discussed a structured 3-month
plan and guided me on the important topics and
skills I should focus on to become industry-ready.

The session gave me a clear roadmap for my
learning journey, and I look forward to the

upcoming sessions.
- Puredla Sridevi

The sessions are informative and helping me
grow my skills. Every discussion gives me

actionable insights, the guidance is practical and
clear, and the mentors are truly supportive.

Grateful for the mentorship!
- Kitte Swathi
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Our Mentorship Program Testimonials
The Mentor–Mentee Program has been a valuable
learning experience. I gained useful insights into

career planning, industry expectations, skill
development, and placement preparation. My
mentor shared practical knowledge from her
professional experience. The sessions were

interactive, informative, and motivating — they
encouraged me to think clearly about my goals and

the steps required to achieve them.
-Kurapati N N M H Sasank

My mentor explained communication skills
and technical learning in a clear, practical way.
The guidance on building confidence and how
to start learning new technologies was easy to
understand, and the assignments helped me

practice what was discussed. Overall, the
sessions are truly benefiting my personal and

technical growth.
-Karri Usha Sri

In the one-on-one mentorship, my mentor
helped me identify my strengths and

weaknesses and gave valuable insights on how
to overcome them. He listens patiently and
gives personalized suggestions rather than

generic advice. Thanks to the VEDIC
Foundation and NorthSouth Foundation for

connecting me with a highly experienced
mentor from Adobe, USA.

- Sri Vatchava

My mentor, Mr. Arkaprava Ghosh, provided
practical guidance on DSA, placements,

networking, communication, and industry
expectations. His insights and feedback helped

me gain better clarity about my career goals and
preparation strategy. I sincerely thank

Arkaprava Sir, NorthSouth Foundation, and
Vidya Shakti Foundation for this wonderful

mentorship opportunity.
- Jubburu Prudhvi Raju

This program is highly beneficial for students
seeking real-world industry exposure and
career guidance. The weekly one-on-one

sessions offer a personalized learning
experience with experienced professionals —

covering career paths, technical skills, industry
trends, internships, and workplace

expectations. It builds confidence, improves
communication, and helps us make informed

career decisions.
- Satwika Kalwakuntla

The mentorship session was an excellent
learning experience. Interacting with industry

experts gave me insights into real-world
professional practices, helped me understand
corporate expectations, and bridged the gap

between academic learning and industry
requirements. My heartfelt gratitude to
NorthSouth for making this enriching

experience possible.
- Saniya Kousar

The programme balanced technical and
professional development. Weekly sessions

improved my understanding of project
development, AI productivity tools, and DSA. I
especially appreciated the focus on soft skills —
the weekly presentation activities enhanced my

communication, public speaking, and
confidence. The project guidance was practical

and hands-on.
-Sadhu Venkata Prasanna

These sessions have made me much more
confident. My mentor is shaping me in all

directions — not just education. This
mentorship has been a turning point: it

completely shifted my perspective from just
studying to truly growing, both as a professional
and an individual. I feel grateful to have a guide

who genuinely invests in my future.
- Kukkadapu Sri Satya Narasimha Surya Srikar
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Our Mentorship Program Testimonials

The mentorship program has been a really
good experience. My mentor is humble,
approachable, and takes time to listen to
every question patiently. The discussions

have been insightful — especially on industry
expectations, projects, and placement

preparation. It feels great to have someone
who shares real industry perspectives and

gives personalized guidance.
-Isha Agarwal

When I first heard about the Mentor–Mentee
Program, I thought it wouldn't make much

difference. But meeting my mentor regularly,
completing tasks, and sharing experiences has
been wonderful. For first-generation graduates
like me, with no one to guide us about careers
and opportunities, this program is invaluable.

My mentor, Amrita Ma'am, is friendly and
always listens — her guidance has given me

real clarity and confidence.
-Kona Nandini

It's a great initiative — we get guidance from
working professionals with years of

experience. My mentor is guiding me through
a project: we brainstormed, chose a feasible AI

+ web development idea, and he gave me a
structured approach, guiding me at every step.
These discussions are helping me explore new

concepts and learn new things. I am very
grateful for this opportunity.

- Navya

Thank you to NorthSouth for making this
Mentorship Program possible. My mentor
provided valuable guidance on upcoming
placements, the skills I should focus on,

preparation strategies, and career
opportunities. The sessions helped me gain
clarity and confidence about my placement

preparation. I sincerely appreciate the efforts
of the NorthSouth team, my mentor, and all

the organizers.
- Vennela Godari

The mentoring sessions are very helpful —
I was given inputs I had never known
before, which helped me enhance my

skills. I hope these sessions continue in the
future too. Thank you for this opportunity.

- Karumuri Mohan Sri Laxmi Sindura

My one-on-one session with Pradeep Sir was
extremely helpful and insightful. He

carefully reviewed my resume, pointed out
mistakes, and gave valuable suggestions I
have already started implementing. The

session also taught me how to answer
interview questions with confidence and

structure. As an ECE student preparing for
placements, the guidance was highly

relevant and practical — it truly boosted my
confidence and motivation.

- Chiviti Pavani
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Rajvir Bajaj
Potomac, MD

Ruthvik Boddapu
Wylie, TX

Math Bee
Level 2
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Aria Casturi
San Ramon, CA

Tamil Raja Alaguraja
Henderson, NV

Vishra Alla
Holly Springs, NC

Arihaan Chaudhary
Naperville, IL

Aruj Chintakuntlawar
Scottsdale, AZ

Ayaan Choudhary
Redmond, WA

Prisha Devershetty
Fremont, CA

Darshan Dudda
Voorhees, NJ

Kiran Durai Murugan
Herndon, VA

Kiaan Gandhi
Solon, OH

Ashmita Ghosh
Kendall Park, NJ

Aviva Ayyar
Dublin, OH



Amrith Jathin
Valencia, CA

Math Bee
Level 2

62

Aniv Karthikeyan
Irving, TX

Krish Kartik
Fremont, CA

Ryan Kasturia
Davie, FL

Sidharrth Gopi
Orlando, FL

Shreyas Gullapalli
South Barrington, IL

Agastya Kora
Edison, NJ

Karthikeya Koyyada
Carmel, IN

Aadya Madabhushanam
Apex, NC

Abhigna Maddi
Aurora, IL

Ranjiv Maddi
Elk Grove Village, IL

Viyat Madhyastha
Cerritos, CA

Vivan Mahajan
East Brunswick, NJ

Shivesh Maheshwer
San Antonio, TX



Devaansh Mohanty
Apex, NC

Math Bee
Level 2

63

Viresh Nepal
Falls Church, VA

Dhruv Panicker
Nashua, NH

Pratik Parida
Newark, DE

Avni Makhija
Martinez, GA

Abhinay Manchikanti
Apex, NC

Yash Parikh
Rancho Cucamonga, CA

Nitinkumar Pekkadai Sivakumar
Lutz, FL

Kavin Rajasekar
Glen Allen, VA

Vivek Raval
Augusta, GA

Rayaansh Roy
Grandville, MI

Arin Samanta
Charlotte, NC

Rayansh Samanta
Woodstock, MD

Aayaan Sardana
East Brunswick, NJ



Nivaan Shah
Austin, TX

Math Bee
Level 2
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Roneel Sharma
Lewis Center, OH

Maahirjit Singh
Austin, TX

Rayan Singh
Lincoln, NE

Srijan Saripella
San Jose, CA

Vismayaa Sathyanarayanan
Glen Allen, VA

Indra Sriram
Dallas, TX

Advik Tiwari
Woburn, MA

Sitara Vadlamani
Herndon, VA

Aarav Vadrevu
San Ramon, CA

Atul Vallamkonda
Frankfort, KY

Ishan Veer Medleri
Littleton, CO

Abhay Vemuri
Saratoga, CA

Hamsini Venkatesh
Brentwood, NH



Nihal Vivek
Cypress, TX

Math Bee
Level 2

65

Adwaith Vijay Kumar
Cumming, GA

Tohan Vinay Kumar
Louisville, KY

NOT PICTURED

Shreyovi Bhattacharyya – Ellington, CT
Dhruv Deshmukh – Sammamish, WA
Adyant Goswami – Morrisville, NC
Nainika Gundam – Ashburn, VA
Arjun Kalawade – Porter Ranch, CA
Vishanth Kalpatthi – Mars, PA Dishant Kommireddy – Frisco, TX

Aashray Modi – Cary, NC
Madhav Sandeep – Concord, NH

Neelansh Shedada – Bettendorf, IA
Sree Harsha Siliveri – St. Augustine, FL

Prabhav Vashishth – Meridian, ID

2026



Math Bee
Level 3
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Moksh Bafna
Peninsula, OH

Logan Bailey
Houston, TX

Avighna Bamhane
Omaha, NE

Sahishn Bangaru
Bridgewater, NJ

Advay Anup
Columbus, IN

Amay Anup
Columbus, IN

Aditi Batchu
Ashburn, VA

Ghanashyam Bolineni
Nashua, NH

Reyansh Chakka
Northlake, TX

Max Desaikov
Chapel Hill, NC

Avik Dutta
Sharon, MA

Vihaan Gaddameedi
Monmouth Junction, NJ

Madhavan Giridharan
Lexington, MA

Tejas Guddati
Raleigh, NC



Math Bee
Level 3
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Sahasvath Indla
Aurora, IL

Benjamin Jacob
Plainsboro, NJ

Shiva Karthik
Cary, NC

Neil Kashyap
Newark, CA

Kiara Gupta
Cooper City, FL

Saanvi Gupta
Toms River, NJ

NagaPrerani Kasula
Apex, NC

Shruti Kesav
Cary, NC

Robin Kim
Bridgewater Township, NJ

Viyaan Kinariwala
Bothell, WA

Anagh Kumar
Gaithersburg, MD

Sahil Lakhani
Tampa, FL

Dhruv Manojanand
McDonald, OH

Vaibhav Menedal
Hershey, PA



Math Bee
Level 3
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Surya Palacherla
Highlands Ranch, CO

Vishwak Panga
Morrisville, NC

Shrihan Pattnaik
Virginia Beach, VA

Abinash Paupoo
Omaha, NE

Arjun Movva
Plainsboro Township, NJ

Devank Narayan
Acton, MA

Raguram Raghulan
Lakeville, MN

Avyukth Ram Sarann
Cumming, GA

Abhiram Ramesh
Hillsboro, OR

Ritha Rao
Lehi, UT

Vihaan Rao
Allentown, PA

Samarth Rawal
Leawood, KS

Ryan Santosh
Los Gatos, CA

Nisha Sarvasya
Winston Salem, NC



Math Bee
Level 3
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Reyansh Sharma
Moorestown, NJ

Jiyan Singh
River Hills, WI

Viaan Singh
Cary, NC

Arjun Sengar
Round Rock, TX

Vihaan Rudra Sripathi
Overland Park, KS

Soha Subramanian
Mableton, GA

Shreyas Sudarshan
Cary, NC

Shriyan Veldandi
San Ramon, CA

Akshay Vemuri
Saratoga, CA

Adarsh Venkannagari
Acton, MA

Akhshar Vijayakumar
Appleton, WI

Darshan Vijayaraj
Austin, TX

Aarav Sen
Leander, TX

Rajveer Sethi
Santa Clarita, CA



Math Bee
Level 3
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NOT PICTURED

Eshan Balaji – Fremont, CA
Sanskriti Bukkapatnam – Aurora, IL
Sasha Challagolla – Starkville, MS
Varen Challagolla – Starkville, MS
Neil Kolhapure – Wilmington, DE
Srijay Kora – Princeton, NJ
Kavin Kumarappan – Jersey City, NJ
Aneesh Malyavanatham – Hillsboro, OR
Moksh Maru – Sanford, FL

Kapil Nadinti – Buffalo Grove, IL
Ishaan Nirmal – Milpitas, CA

David Pullattu – Concord, NH
Aadhavan Rajendrakumar – Edmond, OK

Daanya Sankar – Chantilly, VA
Taahir Shaikh – Chagrin Falls, OH
Advay Shrivastava – St. Louis, MO

Pranav Krishna Somayajula – Liberty Hill, TX

Purandar Yeruva
Kissimmee, FL



Everyone here knows the basics about the NorthSouth Foundation: it’s a volunteer-run

organization that turns the funds generated from competitions into scholarships in India for

underprivileged students to finish their education. And we also know that for the US competitors,

they are set up well to go on to win US national championships. These are both noble causes that

deserve to be celebrated, but if you ask us, the real impact of being in the NorthSouth community

goes beyond trophies and even the money raised for scholarships alone – the existence of the

Vidhya Rights Foundation (VRF) is proof. 

Meghana first got involved with NorthSouth as an 8th-grade student, participating in the Brain

Bee. That first year, she wasn’t prepared for what the competition would really be like: she

prepared casually, got familiar with the subject, thought she knew what she was doing, and

promptly got eliminated early on. But, still she had fun! She reconnected with old friends during

breaks, and had the opportunity to learn more about what NorthSouth does. 

The experience taught her a lot about humility and perseverance. Meghana came back at the next

years’ NorthSouth Finals and won the Brain Bee. What stuck with her more than the win, though,

was the fact that NorthSouth was such a large organization entirely run by volunteers, and that as

an organization it was able to have such meaningful impact for so many students and their

families in changing their ability to pursue education. It demonstrated that academic pursuits

need not be separate from philanthropic ones, and in fact, one could use academic pursuits to fuel

philanthropy. 

The NorthSouth mission inspired Meghana to want to do more, so, she started tutoring to donate

earnings. Given confidence from her experience with NorthSouth that volunteer-run organizations

could reach successful heights, Meghana created an organization where volunteer tutors run pay-

what-you-can tutoring sessions, and use all proceeds to fund scholarships/support education for

underprivileged children, both in the US and India. She believed that everyone has a right to a

good education, regardless of ability to pay, and therefore named this fledgling organization the

Vidhya Rights Foundation (in Sanskrit, Vidhya translates to knowledge). 

A Story About The Vidhya Rights Foundation

Siblings Using NorthSouth As
Inspiration For Societal Good
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Soon after, her younger brother Sashank, who had been “a NorthSouth kid” since kindergarten,

joined her – initially he helped plan, ran social media efforts, and recruited volunteer tutors, but

he soon became a core tutor himself. Sashank and Meghana were also joined by their mother, who

quickly became a core tutor as well.

Together, they were seeing the value that this service was providing, especially in light of the

COVID-19 pandemic that had just broken out at the time, derailing the traditional instructional

system. A mix of families approached them daily to start tutoring: kids who needed 1:1 attention

and learning support but couldn't afford the number of hours for a traditional tutor, families who

were looking for a worthy cause to support, and others who just wanted high-quality tutoring

wherever that might be. That interest, combined with the iniative from student volunteer tutors

who wanted to get more instructional experience of their own, helped prove that this young

organization had a model that was working.

Over time, VRF was able to support multiple initiatives in India and the US: sponsoring hygiene

and educational products for an all-girls’ orphanage in Hyderabad, covering the tuition and living

expenses for a graduate of that orphanage who came to the US for her Masters’, and more. Over

the last several years VRF has raised over $80,000, all while keeping in with this same model. 

Reflecting on this journey so far, it is clear that this is what being a part of NorthSouth really

provides. Not only does the foundation encourage academic excellence, but it shapes students to

be cognizant of the need in their communities, and to have the skills – academic, work ethic,

social, and philanthropic – to become future leaders and look for their own ways to contribute. 

Today, VRF is proud to be a platinum sponsor for the Raleigh NorthSouth National Finals – the

same event that lit the fire for VRF’s very existence so many years ago – in the hope that another

student and another family might just be inspired to take action to address a need they see in

their own community. 
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Dr. Meghana Ganapathiraju, MD
Co-President, Vidhya Rights Foundation

Sashank Ganapathiraju
Co-President, Vidhya Rights Foundation

NorthSouth Foundation Raleigh Chapter Director
2026 National Finals Convener

www.vidhyarights.org

https://www.vidhyarights.org/




Pahlaj Bhatia
Suwanee, GA

Artham Bhatt
Jacksonville, FL

Mohansh Balne
Rio Rancho, NM

Junior
Science Bee

Rishaan Basu
Charlotte, NC
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Akshara Balaji
Bothell, WA

Shreyas Balla
Morgantown, WV

Tavish Deepak
Exton, PA

Rhea Devershetty
Fremont, CA

Iraya Bidkar
Levittown, NY

Ishaan Dash
Princeton Junction, NJ

Akhil Gopu
Georgetown, TX

Maya Jacob
Plainsboro, NJ

Shanaya Gandhi
Martinez, GA

Aadvik Ghosh
Frisco, TX



Aryaan Kundu
Buffalo Grove, IL

Rudhav Lokhande
Hillsboro, OR

Laani Kaur-Pekker
Pittsburgh, PA

Junior
Science Bee

Ashvika Krishna
Cupertino, CA
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Laksh Jain
Malden, MA

Aaditya Kandpal
Big Rapids, MI

Arjun Narayan
Short Hills, NJ

Shiv Narayanan
San Ramon, CA

Divaansh Maruboyina
Shrewsbury, MA

Anish Mishra
Georgetown, TX

Akshaya Perumal
Cumming, GA

Armaan Raavi
Cary, NC

Neev Pandya
Chesterfield, NJ

Jaivik Reddy Penubolu
Newark, DE



Pranav Ramesh
Hillsboro, OR

Kiara Rastogi
Morrisplains, NJ

Mahatru Rakesh
Buffalo Grove, IL

Junior
Science Bee

Swecha Rakesh
Apex, NC
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Amaira Rai
Jacksonville, FL

Adhyan Rajpoot
Cumming, GA

Avni Sharma
Austin, TX

Vardaan Sharma
Portland, OR

Krishiv Sankar
Indian Land, SC

Varish Sekar
Latham, NY

Simran Sukhija
Apex, NC

Vikram Taneja
Westport, CT

Kushagra Sikri
St. Augustine, FL

Krish Soundarapandian
Henderson, NV



Nithin Vivek
Cypress, TX

Pinak Vadlamani
Herndon, VA

Junior
Science Bee

Agan Vignesh
Jacksonville, FL
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Shaurya Tarigopula
Montgomery, AL

Vihaan Therattil
Elkhorn, NE

NOT PICTURED

Monith Ambati – Henrico, VA
Arjun Khandelwal – Sunnyvale, CA
Venkata Sai Nandan Mandavilli – Renton, WA
Iyaan Mohan – Leander, TX
Shanaya Mukherjee – Buffalo Grove, IL Adish Pai – Big Rapids, MI

Aditi Rajesh – St. Augustine, FL
Sid S – San Diego, CA

Aradhya Srinath – Bentonville, AR
Ananya Vallinayagam – Celina, TX



NORTHSOUTH CONTESTANTS COME FROM ALL OVER!
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Aaratrika Agrawal
Edison, NJ

Arianna Agarwal Cheran Allipilli
Centerton, AR

Anjali Agarwal
Danville, PA

Intermediate
Science Bee

Danville, PA

79

Rajveer Achtani
Bakersfield, CA

Kiya Adhikari
Louisville, KY

Drishani Chakraborty
Flower Mound, TX

Niyati Chandrasekar
Portland, OR

Arnav Arun
Waukesha, WI

Reyansh Arvind
Cary, NC

Aadyant Duvvuru
Fremont, CA

Prisha Devershetty
Fremont, CA

Darshan Dudda
Voorhees, NJ

Aurelian Basu
Lagrangeville, NY



Intermediate
Science Bee

Amrith Jathin
Valencia, CA

Omar Karlath
Shrewsbury, MA

Disha Harish Jadav
Lake Zurich, IL

Tejas Hegde
Short Hills, NJ

80

Shreyas Gullapalli
South Barrington, IL

Thanvikha Hariharan
Wylie, TX

Vivan Mahajan
East Brunswick, NJ

Meher Malhotra
St. Louis, MO

Dhriti Kashyap
Ashland, MA

Viyat Madhyastha
Cerritos, CA

Srihaan Moluguri
Okemos, MI

Abhinay Manchikanti
Apex, NC

Adhrit Mishra
Tucson, AZ

Ashmita Ghosh
Kendall Park, NJ



Shreshtta Nunna
Holly Springs, NC

Intermediate
Science Bee

Satyen Pal
Bethesda, MD

Sayan Panda
Frisco, TX

Dhruv Panicker
Nashua, NH

81

Norah Nair
Newark, CA

Abhinav Nambudiri
Newton, MA

Arin Samanta
Charlotte, NC

Ekaansh Sharma
Saint Paul, MN

Vivaan Perala
Virginia Beach, VA

Varalika Rakesh
Buffalo Grove, IL

Nia Sood
Ashland, MA

Deetya Shenoy
Weston, FL

Rayan Singh
Lincoln, NE

Reyasree Moparthi
Flower Mound, TX



Intermediate
Science Bee

Nihal Vivek
Cypress, TX

Abhay Vemuri
Saratoga, CA

Hamsini Venkatesh
Brentwood, NH
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Anand Subramanian
Campbell, CA

Akshara Thiyagarajan
Cumming, GA

NOT PICTURED
Varen Challagolla – Starkville, MS
Dhruv Deshmukh – Sammamish, WA
Satvik Goswami – Palatine, IL
Nainika Gundam – Ashburn, VA
Viaan Jain – Gilbert, AZ
Prakrit Mehta – Irving, TX Saranya Nandi – Bentonville, AR

Tanmay Naveena Sampige – Bothell, WA
Harshad Prabu – Apex, NC

Abhiram Pusuluri – New City, NY
Yash Rajan – Issaquah, WA

Anton Raymond – Folsom, CA

Indra Sriram
Dallas, TX



Anvee Das
Mount Laurel, NJ

Ghanashyam Bolineni Prudhvi Gandham
Aliso Viejo, CA

Abhay Bodapati
Renton, WA

Senior
Science Bee

Nashua, NH
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Moksh Bafna
Peninsula, OH

Sahishn Bangaru
Bridgewater, NJ

Nishant Innamuri
Bothell, WA

Benjamin Jacob
Plainsboro, NJ

Varchasv Garg
Dublin, CA

Avahan Gautam
Plano, TX

Ram Jhaveri
Katy, TX

Navika Joseph
Fremont, CA

Abhay Jairaj
Peoria, AZ

Surabi Janakiraman
Buffalo Grove, IL



Anit Khaitan
Phoenix, AZ

Shruti Kesav Anirudh Kiran
Bellevue, WA

Neil Kashyap
Newark, CA

Senior
Science Bee

Cary, NC

84

Jithin Ragav Kannan
Frisco, TX

Shruti Karthik
Sandy, UT

Shaurya Lohia
Troy, MI

Kavir Malhotra
St. Louis, MO

Kavish Kishore
Plymouth, MN

Kavin Lakshmanan
San Ramon, CA

Aarna Mishra
Georgetown, TX

Devank Narayan
Acton, MA

Dhruv Manojanand
McDonald, OH

Vaibhav Menedal
Hershey, PA



Aditya Rao
San Jose, CA

Kavin Rameshkumar Srinithik Sabry
Buffalo Grove, IL

Ashvik Prasaad
Ashburn, VA

Senior
Science Bee

Glen Allen, VA
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Sian Nissam
Worcester, MA

Saisuryanshu Parida
Bettendorf, IL

Adhitri Sethuraghavan
Carmel, IN

Ansh Shah
Cary, NC

Sanket Saha
Cary, NC

Ryan Santosh
Los Gatos, CA

Krisshav Sridhar
Belle Mead, NJ

Shreyas Sudarshan
Cary, NC

Jiyan Singh
River Hills, WI

Viaan Singh
Cary, NC



Yuvan Thanda
Cary, NC

Shanmukha Sreekaree Tangirala Akshaj Therattil
Elkhorn, NE

Vikyath Tanamala
Leesburg, VA

Senior
Science Bee

Frisco, TX

86

Prasan Sundaravadivel
Cary, NC

Shiv Tamilselvam
Parsippany-Troy Hills, NJ

Akshay Vemuri
Saratoga, CA

Adarsh Venkannagari
Acton, MA

Krishang Thiyagarajan
Mars, PA

Guhan Velanjeri
Ashburn, VA

ReneeCatherine VimalRaj
Buffalo Grove, IL

Kavin Vignesh
Jacksonville, FL

Akhshar Vijayakumar
Appleton, WI



Senior
Science Bee
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NOT PICTURED
Tarrunn Anand – Pflugerville, TX
Eshan Balaji – Fremont, CA
Vidyutt Jagadeesan – Edison, NJ
Sanvi Kalakota – Weddington, NC
Srijay Kora – Princeton, NJ
Samriddhi Majumdar – Leander, TX
Aneesh Malyavanatham – Hillsboro, OR

Arjun Nair – Edison, NJ
Rohan Narhe – Maryland Heights, MO

Ashwin Nimishakavi – Topeka, KS
Tej Patel – Martinez, GA

Aadhavan Rajendrakumar – Edmond, OK
Daanya Sankar – Chantilly, VA

Rehan Shaikh – Berkeley Heights, NJ
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Devansh Gupta
Toms River, NJ

89

Nishant Innamuri
Bothell, WA

Prudhvi Gandham
Aliso Viejo, CA

Anatomy &
Physiology

Sahishn Bangaru
Bridgewater, NJ

Reyansh Dash
Princeton Junction, NJ

Kavin Lakshmanan
San Ramon, CA

Shaurya Lohia
Troy, MI

Ram Jhaveri
Katy, TX

Shruti Karthik
Sandy, UT

Sian Nissam
Worcester, MA

Anjana Mattegunta
Jacksonville, FL

Arjun Movva
Plainsboro Township, NJ

Aditya Rao
San Jose, CA

Kingshuk Ghatuary
Garner, NC

S C I E N C E  O L Y M P I A D



Parsippany-Troy Hills, NJ
Saanya Subramanian

Mableton, GA

90

Shiv Tamilselvam Yuvan Thanda
Cary, NC

Shriyans Sangamkar
St. Augustine, FL

Anatomy &
Physiology

Ritha Rao
Lehi, UT

Havish Rondla
Carmel, IN

Kavin Vignesh
Jacksonville, FL

Akshaj Therattil
Elkhorn, NE

Kanushi Toshniwal
Jersey City, NJ

S C I E N C E  O L Y M P I A D

NOT PICTURED

Tarrunn Anand – Pflugerville, TX
Ayan Awasthi – Cary, NC
Shreyan Basu – Charlotte, NC
Ojasvi Chauhan – Waxhaw, NC
Vidyutt Jagadeesan – Edison, NJ
Srijay Kora – Princeton, NJ

Avyaan Krishnan – Nashua, NH
Anwita Mishra – Overland Park, KS
Ashwin Nimishakavi – Topeka, KS

Aadhavan Rajendrakumar – Edmond, OK
Rohan Saha – Cary, NC

Adisesh Samal – San Diego, CA
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Reyansh Dash
Princeton Junction, NJ

Tejas Hegde
Short Hills, NJ

Ghanashyam Bolineni
Nashua, NH

Disease
Detectives

Moksh Bafna
Peninsula, OH

Sahishn Bangaru
Bridgewater, NJ

Rheya Kaur-Pekker
Pittsburgh, PA

Shruti Kesav
Cary, NC

Nishant Innamuri
Bothell, WA

Shruti Karthik
Sandy, UT

Kavir Malhotra
St. Louis, MO

Sumedh Kulkarni
West Windsor, NJ

Kavin Lakshmanan
San Ramon, CA

Arjun Movva
Plainsboro Township, NJ

Tejasvi Dasari
Henderson, NV

S C I E N C E  O L Y M P I A D
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Sanket Saha
Cary, NC

Shriyans Sangamkar
St. Augustine, FL

Daelyn Rego
Morrisville, NC

Disease
Detectives

Aditya Rao
San Jose, CA

Ritha Rao
Lehi, UT

Saanya Subramanian
Mableton, GA

Janani Sudarshan
Cary, NC

Arjun Sengar
Round Rock, TX

Adhitri Sethuraghavan
Carmel, IN

Adarsh Venkannagari
Acton, MA

Yuvan Thanda
Cary, NC

Kanushi Toshniwal
Jersey City, NJ

Kavin Vignesh
Jacksonville, FL

Havish Rondla
Carmel, IN

S C I E N C E  O L Y M P I A D
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Disease
Detectives

Darshan Vijayaraj
Austin, TX

Tohan Vinay Kumar
Louisville, KY

S C I E N C E  O L Y M P I A D

NOT 
PICTURED

Ayan Awasthi – Cary, NC
Eshan Balaji – Fremont, CA
Srijay Kora – Princeton, NJ
Avyaan Krishnan – Nashua, NH

Aadhavan Rajendrakumar – Edmond, OK
Adisesh Samal – San Diego, CA

Dhanwin Shivakumar – Ashburn, VA
Narain Vinoth – Las Vegas, NV
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Arjun Movva
Plainsboro Township, NJ

Aditya Rao
San Jose, CA

Nishant Innamuri
Bothell, WA

Microbe
Mission

Anhadpreet Bhalla
Germantown, MD

Reyansh Dash
Princeton Junction, NJ

Kanushi Toshniwal
Jersey City, NJ

Kavin Vignesh
Jacksonville, FL

Shriyans Sangamkar
St. Augustine, FL

Yuvan Thanda
Cary, NC

Purandar Yeruva
Kissimmee, FL

Kavin Lakshmanan
San Ramon, CA

S C I E N C E  O L Y M P I A D

NOT PICTURED
Ayan Awasthi – Cary, NC
Avyaan Krishnan – Nashua, NH
Anwita Mishra – Overland Park, KS

Aadhavan Rajendrakumar – Edmond, OK
Rohan Saha – Cary, NC

Adisesh Samal – San Diego, CA
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Junior
Geography
Bee

Junior
Geography
Bee
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Rishaan Basu
Charlotte, NC

Mihith Bhat
Jersey City, NJ

Bheem Deshpande
Lexington, MA

Mehan Bhavsar Aadhith Dhinnesh
Plano, TX

Artham Bhatt
Jacksonville, FL Overland Park, KS

Sattva Jadav
Tampa, FL

Prithvi Jayakumar
Redmond, WA

Sriram Giridharan
Lexington, MA

Jay Ingle
Overland Park, KS

Laani Kaur-Pekker
Pittsburgh, PA

Sreemaan Komatireddy
Omaha, NE

Aadvik GhoshAmogh Gargesha
Solon, OH Frisco, TX



Junior
Geography
Bee

Junior
Geography
Bee

97

Anish Mishra
Georgetown, TX

Vedant Narasimhan
Sandy Springs, GA

Vihaan Pasumarthi
Apex, NC

Olumide Olurinde

Dharshan Periyasamy
Cumming, GA

Vikram Narasimhan
Sandy Springs, GA Mountain Top, PA

Adhyan Rajpoot
Cumming, GA

Rishabh Rao
Lehi, UT

Avy Pranesh
Tampa, FL

Anantha Puthraya
Westwood, MA

Ayansh Rupera
Parsippany, NJ

Ronik Saduneni
Waxhaw, NC

Shiv Lohia
Troy, MI

Shiv Mankal
Irving, TX



Junior
Geography
Bee

Junior
Geography
Bee
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Vishvak Sridhar
Draper, UT

Saiskanda Srivatsam
South Jordan, UT

Vikram TanejaAdvait Sunil
Gilbert, AZ Westport, CT

NOT PICTURED
Hariharan Arunkumar – San Jose, CA
Rama Gollapudi – Redmond, WA
Vihaan Koujalagi – Lewis Center, OH
Rishabh Mahabhashyam – Bentonville, AR
Max Mahoney – San Diego, CA Venkata Sai Nandan Mandvilli – Renton, WA

Sidharth Srinivasan – Lawrence Township, NJ
Jai Vemuri – Milton, GA

Shreyash Zulapi – Chesapeake, VA

Aadhi Vimal
Glendale, AZ

Nithin Vivek
Cypress, TX

Ishanth Sangaraju
Round Rock, TX

Varish Sekar
Latham, NY



Aarav Dave
Westford, MA

Senior Geography BeeSenior Geography Bee
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Vishra Alla
Holly Springs, NC

Arin Banerjee
Pennsauken, NJ

Aruj Chintakuntlawar
Scottsdale, AZ

Arjun Chilamkuri

Agniv Das
San Marcos, CA

Abhay Bodapati
Renton, WA Elkhorn, NE

Aadyant Duvvuru
Fremont, CA

Dathrik Reddy Eruvaram
Peoria, AZ

Keshav Desai
Fairfax, VA

Madhavan Giridharan
Lexington, MA

Nihit Girish
Rockford, IL

Ameyaa Gargesha
Solon, OH

Avahan Gautam
Plano, TX

Surya Gorthi
Cary, NC

Milan Hirian
Hummelstown, PA



Shourya Mogulothu
Plainsboro, NJ

Aarhan Manish

Senior Geography BeeSenior Geography Bee
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Mayank Karanam
Houston, TX

Nivedh Joseph Viyat Madhyastha
Cerritos, CA

Navika Joseph
Fremont, CA Fremont, CA

Zayn Mohammed
St. Johns, FL

Kavir Malhotra
St. Louis, MO Omaha, NE

Yeshas Raghuram
Canton, MI

Avyukth Ram Sarann
Cumming, GA

Vishisth Pandey
Cumming, GA

Rushil Patil
Jericho, NY

Vivek Raval
Augusta, GA

Soham Sahu
Fort Mill, SC

Arjun SengarShriyans Sangamkar
St. Augustine, FL Round Rock, TX



Senior Geography BeeSenior Geography Bee
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Roneel Sharma
Lewis Center, OH

Shourya Sodhani
San Jose, CA

Karthikeya Veldurthy
Nolensville, TN

Abhay Vemuri
Saratoga, CA

Praneeth Tangirala
Suwanee, GA

Arjun Vegesana
Fort Wayne, IN

Nihal Vivek
Cypress, TX

Akshay Vemuri
Saratoga, CA

Vihaan Vishwanath
Coppell, TX

NOT PICTURED
Arjun Arunkumar – San Jose, CA
Atharva Bomman – Tucson, AZ
Parv Desai – Leesburg, GA
Pranav Ganapaneni – Andover, MA
Rushil Kelapure – Palo Alto, MA
Ashwin Nimishakavi – Topeka, KS Vihaan Ram – Weston, FL

Ayan Reddy – Newburgh, IN
Daanya Sankar – Chantilly, VA

Vihaan Shah – Martinez, GA
Prabhav Vashishth – Meridian, ID



PLACES AROUND THE GLOBE 
NORTHSOUTH
COMPETITORS 

WISH TO GO
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Madagascar

Egypt China
Germany

San Francisco

Thailand

Japan
Greece

Singapore

JordanAlaska Monaco

Paris



The Impact of Our Scholarships

With NorthSouth’s support, I was able to buy a
laptop — and it became the turning point of my
journey. It helped me build my technical skills,

prepare for placements, and gain real confidence.
After my internship, I secured a full-time role as a

Design Verification Engineer at QubitSemi
Solutions. I am sincerely grateful to NorthSouth,

its donors, and volunteers for supporting students
like me.

- K. SANDEEP KUMAR

NorthSouth’s support helped me manage my
educational expenses and eased the burden on

my family. Instead of worrying about fees, I could
focus on my studies, field training, and preparing

for the OPSC exam. I cleared the OPSC AAO
examination on my very first attempt — becoming
the first government employee in my family. I am
deeply thankful to NorthSouth and its donors for
believing in students from modest backgrounds.

- AKANKSHYA DAS

103



104

SENIOR  
BRAIN  

BEE

SENIOR 
BRAIN 

BEE



River Hills, WI
Arman Kazi

Hummelstown, PA

Senior Brain Bee
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Nivriti Kadari
Waxhaw, NC

Jind Kaur

Saisurya Lakkimsetti

Gokul Kesav
Cary, NC

Aryan Khedkar
Rochester Hills, MI Martinez, GA

Yeshwanthika Rajasekar
Morrisville, NC

Abhinav Sathamraju Venkata

Vernon Hills, IL

Adhrit Manchikanti
Apex, NC

Marsha Nath
Tucson, AZ

Jiyan Singh
River Hills, WI

Sunidhi Varghese
Frisco, TX

Kaveesh Balaji
Cary, NC

Advait Duvvuru
Fremont, CA

Myreen Ahsan
Friendswood, TX

Harshavardhan Annangi
Egg Harbor Township, NJ

NOT
PICTURED

Sakshi Joshi – Miami, FL
Sahil Thorat – Shreveport, LA
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SENIOR
ESSAY

WRITING
BEE



Senior Essay
Writing Bee
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Namish Balaji
Plantation, FL

Jaivardhanaditya Gangapuram

St. Johns, FL
Jind Kaur

River Hills, WI

Sharvesh Maheshwer

Arman Kazi
Hummelstown, PA

Gokul Kesav
Cary, NC San Antonio, TX

Marsha Nath
Tucson, AZ

Pragna Nunduri
Land O’ Lakes, FL

Adhrit Manchikanti
Apex, NC

Kalaivardhini Muthuraman
Apex, NC

Anish Palwai
Cary, NC

Urja Patankar
Jersey City, NJ

Harshavardhan Annangi
Egg Harbor Township, NJ

Kaveesh Balaji
Cary, NC



Senior Essay
Writing Bee

Vidyuth Srinivasan
Plano, TX

Nilawi Venkat
Chelmsford, MA

Sunidhi Varghese Tiger Zhao
Cary, NCFrisco, TX

Abhinav Sathamraju Venkata

Vernon Hills, IL
Saumya Singh
Chesterfield, NJ

NOT PICTURED
Adwetta Bhattacharyya – Ellington, CT
Kaustubh Dingari – Novi, MI
Sakshi Joshi – Miami, FL
Mrudhula Kannan – Farmington, MI
Chirag Menon – Ramsey, NJ Pranav Mungara – Lewisville, TX

Aanya Sabharwal – West Windsor, NJ
Diya Sateesh – Georgetown, TX

Sree Vidya Siliveri – St. Augustine, FL
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Senior  
Public Speaking  

Bee

Senior 
Public Speaking 

Bee
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Senior PublicSenior PublicSenior Public
Speaking BeeSpeaking BeeSpeaking Bee
Senior Public
Speaking Bee

Namish Balaji
Plantation, FL Canton, MI

Advait Duvvuru
Fremont, CA

Gokul Kesav

Jaivardhanaditya Gangapuram

St. Johns, FL

Nivriti Kadari
Waxhaw, NC Cary, NC

Marsha Nath
Tucson, AZ

Anish Palwai
Cary, NC

Swanik Mannem
St. Augustine, FL

Kalaivardhini Muthuraman
Apex, NC

Urja Patankar
Jersey City, NJ

Jaismi Patel
Liberty Township, OH

Harshavardhan Annangi
Egg Harbor Township, NJ

Kaveesh Balaji
Cary, NC

Eshan Bulusu
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Frisco, TX Chelmsford, MA

Senior PublicSenior PublicSenior Public
Speaking BeeSpeaking BeeSpeaking Bee
Senior Public
Speaking Bee

Vidyuth Srinivasan
Plano, TX New Hill, NC

Sunidhi Varghese

Aakash Ravishankar
Apex, NC

Saumya Singh
Chesterfield, NJ

Sahasra Sunkavalli Nilawi Venkat

NOT PICTURED
Adwetta Bhattacharyya – Ellington, CT
Kaustubh Dingari – Novi, MI
Rohan Francis – Ashburn, VA
Pavani Kankanala – Cranston, RI
Mrudhula Kannan – Farmington, MI

Sumith Madasu – Novi, MI
Chirag Menon – Ramsey, NJ

Pranav Mungara – Lewisville, TX
Aanya Sabharwal – West Windsor, NJ
Sree Vidya Siliveri – St. Augustine, FL
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Everyone Starts Somewhere
Kalaivardhini Muthuraman – Apex, NC

I want to tell you that from the
moment I learned to talk, I spoke with
an eloquent voice, confident in
everything I had to say. I want to tell
you that the first time I stepped on a
stage, my voice was as sweet as honey
and the whole crowd applauded the
moment they heard me speak. That
would all be a lie.

The first time I competed in
NorthSouth was in the Junior Spelling
Bee. I missed nearly every word. I
walked out of that classroom with tears
in my eyes, and the only thing I had to
look forward to was the Costco cookie
my dad had brought for me as a snack.
I had spent five weeks preparing for
that competition, only to leave feeling
defeated. So I gave up. I was done with
spelling bees. Done with competitions.
For years, I stayed away.

Then I grew up, as all teenagers do,
and I learned something about
myself. I liked talking. Not always the
public part of it, but the
communication itself. I loved
teaching, explaining ideas, and
connecting with people. Eventually, I
realized that giving a speech is not all
that different. At its core, it is simply
sharing something you care about
with others.

I had almost forgotten about
NorthSouth until I met Anish Palwai,
one of my close friends, who asked me
a simple question:

"Hey, I know you like speeches. Do you
want to compete?"

With that one question, I found my way
back into the world of NorthSouth, this
time as both a speech competitor and a
volunteer. It became one of the most
meaningful experiences of my life.

Yes, I gained confidence. Yes, I placed
first regionally in Raleigh. But when I
think about NorthSouth, those are not
the things I remember first. I
remember the people.

I remember the volunteers who gave up
their time to make competitions
possible. I remember the competitors
who practiced for weeks, hoping their
hard work would pay off. I remember
the friendships formed in hallways and
classrooms between rounds.

112



Everyone Starts Somewhere
Kalaivardhini Muthuraman – Apex, NC

Most of all, I remember what it felt like
to stand on the other side. Instead of
being the nervous child competing, I
was helping run events for students
who were now in that same position. I
saw the excitement, the determination,
and sometimes the disappointment. I
saw students trying something difficult
simply because they believed it was
worth trying.

There is so much more to NorthSouth
than trophies or rankings.

NorthSouth creates a space where
students can find their voice. It teaches
resilience, confidence, and
perseverance. It reminds us that
growth rarely happens when things are
easy.

One moment in particular stayed with
me. After a spelling bee competition, I
saw a young girl standing with her dad.
Instantly, I thought of myself years
earlier. I thought about the tears, the
missed words, and the Costco cookie
waiting afterward.

I thought about how many students
struggle before they become confident
speakers. 

How many students doubt
themselves before stepping onto a
stage. How many students believe
they are not good enough before
discovering what they are capable of.

And I realized something. Everyone
starts somewhere. No one begins as
the perfect speaker. No one walks
onto a stage without fear. No one
succeeds without first experiencing
failure.

I want to tell every competitor that
you're going to win. And maybe you
will.

But even if you do not win a trophy,
you can still gain something far more
valuable. You can gain confidence.
You can gain experience. You can
discover a voice you never knew you
had.

I know that because I was once the
child crying after a spelling bee,
convinced I would never come back.

Now, years later, I cannot imagine
my life without public speaking.
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How Being an   
Alum of   

NorthSouth   
Led Me To   

The UN Stage   
Yet at the same time, I was developing an interest
in history, which started as I created a passion
project (Instagram: @harshil.the.historian) to
help my peers with their AP history courses. I did
not know how people would react to this unique
passion until I found a welcoming community in
NorthSouth of young minds who really enjoyed
history contests. I started the history coaching
program and sat on many Geo MTPs as the
“History Pro” as many aspiring historians and
their parents wondered how to develop their
passions further. I even got to speak at the UN
Headquarters to 2500 students earlier this year
about how NorthSouth gave me a community to
embrace my passion for history, inspiring the
students to pursue their true passions. 

As I left home to go to Brown for college, the
NorthSouth community always made me feel like
home as I would go to the Boston chapter to
inspire more students. In fact, while interning in
DC, I got the opportunity to support 2024 Scripps
champ Bruhat Soma as he judged the Press v
Politicians spelling bee!  As we expand the alumni
community, we have sent alums to local chapters
wherever they’ve moved to inspire students with
their own NorthSouth journeys, and they have
used their expertise to mentor many of our
current students. We hope you all stay in touch
and continue to inspire the next generation of
students. Please scan the QR code above to join
our community if you have graduated high
school, and keep in mind, no matter where you
go or whatever passion you develop next, the
NorthSouth community will always embrace
you.
–––– 
Harshil Garg
NorthSouth Alumni Relations Director 

Most of you reading this are still in school,
wondering what you’ll do about NorthSouth after
you graduate. As the Alumni Relations Director, I
wanted to share how the NorthSouth community
can benefit you even after you graduate high
school. 

I first joined NorthSouth in 3rd grade in the math
bee in San Jose, CA, qualifying to the nationals
throughout middle school. Yet my journey did not
stop there. My chapter director was actually a
teacher at my school, and as I continued to
volunteer there in high school, she offered me her
position. Now, as the youngest chapter director, I
realized that as a youth volunteer and a NorthSouth
alum myself, I have a unique advantage in that
while running the contests, I can use my own
NorthSouth journey to inspire the students to
continue pursuing their interests. 
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NorthSouth Foundation
Board Of Directors
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Dr. Ratnam Chitturi
Founder + Chief Mentor

Dr. Chalasani Mallikarjuna Rao

Director
Dr. Arun Maheshwari

Chairman

M.S. Rao
Director

Veena Gundavelli
Director

Dr. Praveen Goli Siva Vavilala
DirectorDirector



NorthSouth Foundation
Leadership Team
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Visa Meyyappan
Chief Administrative Officer

Dr. Priya Krishnan
Chief Content Officer

Dr. Krishnan Gowri
Chief Contest Officer

Jagadeesh Gullapalli
Chief Technology Officer

Narayana Janga Manish Sarda
Chief Operations OfficerChief Coaching Officer

Srikanth Raju
Chief Financial Officer



NorthSouth Foundation
National Finals Leadership Team
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Naveen Hanumansetty
Grading Coordinator

Jagadeesh Gullapalli

Krishnan Gowri
Contest Chair

Prof. Saravanan Arunachalam Visa Meyyappan
Administration

Sashank Ganapathiraju
Convener Co-Convener

Dhanalakshmi Devendran
Awards & Trophies

Prasanna Paralkar
Technical Coordination I.T.

Sai Rachakonda
Advisor

Sampath Narayanan
Advisor

Sai Sharma
Advisor

National Finals Advisory Council

Narayana Janga
Chief Learning Officer



NorthSouth
Foundation

Raleigh Finals
Committee

Anjali Reddy
Bee Book

Sowndarya Chivukula
Bee Book
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Bee Book, Photography

Anish Palwai
Bee Book, Communications,

Media + Website, Volutneer Resources

Pravanthika Koyi

Mayank JainAnirudh Palwai
Bee Book

Kalaivardhini Muthuraman
Bee Book, Videography Communications

Sachi Pradhan
Facilities

Prassanna Rao
Food

Payal Desai
Communications

Srihari Pidaparthi
Facilities

Hyma Venati
Awards

Vasu Subramanian
Awards

Teja Kavuru
Awards

Sashank Ganapathiraju
Convener

Prof. Saravanan Arunachalam

Co-Convener



Meet-the-Pro
Pranav KosuriKamesh Pemmaraju

Media + Website, Photography
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Harshil Garg
Meet-the-Pro

Desi Vijay
Meet-the-Pro

Sree Vidya Medidi
Sponsorship

Kumar Ganapathiraju
Technical Coordination

Ramya Tummala
Registration

Sridevi Sabarinath
Registration

Balaji Mayreddy
Technical Coordination

Bala Subramanian
Volunteer Resources

Kowsalya Ganapathiraju
Hospitality

Gayathri Vasudevan
Grading

Sirisha Kota
Hospitality

Prasanth Saduneni
Volunteer Resources

NorthSouth Foundation
Raleigh Finals Committee

Suneetha Kaligotla
Food

Prasad Lanka
Grading



CONTEST CHAIR
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NorthSouth Foundation
Academic Core Team

Dr. Krishnan Gowri

SPELLING & VOCABULARY
Narayana Janga (Team Lead)

Aishwarya Kallakuri
Naysa Modi

Navneeth Murali
Ananya Prassanna

Shradha Rachamreddy

MATH
Dr. Anil Sethi (Team Co-Lead)

Dr. Raj Jayachandran (Team Co-Lead)
Dr. Yugan Kodali

SCIENCE
Dr. Priya Krishnan (Team Co-Lead)

Dr. Chandra Mohan (Team Co-Lead)
Dr. Lakshmanan Iyer

Dr. Venkat Venkataraman

SCIENCE OLYMPIAD
Dr. Priya Krishnan (Team Co-Lead)

Alan Cai
Agasya Mukkapatti

BRAIN BEE
Dr. Priya Krishnan (Team Lead)

Sashank Ganapathiraju
Harini Venkatesh

GEOGRAPHY BEE
Ram Iyer (Team Co-Lead)

Suneil Iyer (Team Co-Lead)
Krish Dua

Jeeva Kumar
Siddhu Nagarajan
Rishika Pachava

ESSAY WRITING
Meenakshi Viswanadha (Team Co-Lead)

Vasavi Levendel (Team Co-Lead)
Dr. Raj Jayachandran

PUBLIC SPEAKING
Anirudh Narayanan (Team Lead)

Sampath Narayanan

IT SUPPORT
Veeraswamy Achanta

Sulekha Avasthi
Kiranmai Bejjanki

Venu Gopal Kakarla
Umesh Krishnamurthy

IT SUPPORT (CAPE START TEAM)

Vaishnavi B.
Pradeep Baskaran

Arunesha BS
Kaviya K.

Ramani Krishnan
Siva Krishnan

Ramesh Kumaran
Narmadha Nagarajan

Suganya S.

GENAI SUPPORT

Sacchit Boddapati



CHAMPIONS
CELEBRATE THE 

Junior Spelling
1st Laasya Mohan, Herndon, VA

2nd Naren Logan, San Antonio, TX
3rd Siniksha Chockalingam, San Antonio, TX

Senior Spelling
1st Logan Bailey, Houston, TX

2nd Akshara Thummala, San Ramon, CA
3rd Ishaan Nair, Irving, TX

Junior Vocabulary
1st Samardh Mantha, Wesley Chapel, FL

2nd Siniksha Chockalingam, San Antonio, TX
3rd Amyra Saxena, Briarcliff Manor, NY

Intermediate Vocabulary
1st Rananjay Parmar, Saint Johns, FL
2nd Mauryavardhanreddy Kudumula,

Brentwood, CA
3rd Prudhvi Gandham, Aliso Viejo, CA

Senior Essay Writing
1st Sara Kansal, Bothell, WA

2nd Akchara Mukunthu,
Sammamish, WA

3rd Jind Kaur, River Hills, WI

Senior Public Speaking
1st Anish Gowda, 

Brookfield, WI
2nd Vidyuth Srinivasan,

Plano, TX
3rd Charvi Thanakanti,

Alpharetta, GA

Intermediate Brain Bee
1st Rananjay Parmar, 

Saint Johns, FL
2nd Meera Iyer, Pittsford, NY
3rd Meghana Wuppalapati,

Irvine, CA

Senior Brain Bee
1st Riya Koya, Carmel, IN

2nd Vedanti Patil, Austin, TX
3rd Vishakha Rao, 

Bellaire, TX

Junior Geography
1st Rishan Thummalapenta,

O’Fallon, MO
2nd Vihaan Ram, Weston, FL
3rd Ronik Saduneni, Waxhaw,

NC
Senior Geography
1st Havish Rondla, 

Carmel, IN
2nd Avahan Gautam, 

Plano, TX
3rd Siddhanth Kumar,

Westport, CT
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Math Level 1 
1st   Hamsini Venkatesh, Brentwood, NH
2nd  Ruthvik Boddapu, Wylie, TX
3rd   Tanya Patel, North Andover, MA

Math Level 2 
1st   Varen Challagolla, Starkville, MS
2nd  Nihal Vivek, Cypress, TX 
3rd   Vaibhav Menedal, Hershey, PA

Math Level 3
1st   Advait Joshi, Livingston, NJ
2nd  Hayden Hughes, Newtown, CT
3rd  Rishabh Rajesh, Hoffman Estates, IL

Junior Science
1st  Sayan Panda, Frisco, TX
2nd Riaan Bichkar-Modak, Ann Arbor, MI
3rd  Nainika Gundam, Ashburn, VA

Intermediate Science
1st   Avyaan Jain, Bakersfield, CA
2nd Hamsini Venkatesh, Brentwood, NH
3rd  Siddharth Vankadara, Brookhaven, GA

Senior Science
1st   Ajishveera Jayachandran, Phoenix, AZ
2nd Sriniket Venkatesan, Buffalo Grove, IL
3rd  Niranth Bhumireddy, 
Highland Village, TX



Volunteers, we need YOU!
NorthSouth is built on the dedication of volunteers who believe in

empowering the next generation. Whether you're a student, parent, alumnus,
or community member, your time can make a meaningful difference. E
contribution helps create opportunities for students to learn, grow, and

succeed. By volunteering, you are not only giving back to the community but
also helping inspire future leaders and ensuring that NorthSouth continues to

make a lasting impact for years to come. Read further to explore the
opportunities! 

Coaching Contests
Teaching with NorthSouth is an

opportunity to inspire students, share your
knowledge, and make a lasting impact on

young minds. Whether you're never taught
before, whether you’re an adult, a college

student, or even a high school student
passionate about a subject, you can help
foster curiosity, confidence, and a love of

learning in the next generation. You
become part of a community dedicated to

academic excellence while developing your
own leadership, communication, and

mentoring skills. The lessons you teach
today can spark a lifetime of learning for a

student tomorrow.

Regional contests are only possible because
of dedicated volunteers who help create a

welcoming, organized, and memorable
experience for every student. Whether
you're assisting with registration, event

operations, judging, or logistics, your time
plays an essential role in helping hundreds

of students perform at their best. Join us
for a shift at your local Regional Contest

and make a meaningful impact while
supporting a community that celebrates

learning, leadership, and academic
excellence.

If you’re interested, reach out to your local
Chapter Director or check out the QR Code 

for more information

123



124

Thank you to our
generous sponsors

for making 
a child's joy and 

celebration possible 
with thESE special

contributionS!

Bronze Sponsor

Platinum Sponsors

A Big Thank You To Our Sponsors!
$1000 

(1  Place Ranks)st

Junior Spelling Bee
In Memory of 

Dr. Madhavi Sekharam
Senior Spelling Bee

Hexco Academic
Junior Vocabulary Bee

Vidhya Rights Foundation
Intermediate Vocabulary Bee

In Memory of 
Mrs. S. Theivanai Achi

Math Bee Level 1
Dr. Krishnaiah Revuluri

Math Bee Level 2
Beeram Family

Math Bee Level 3
Dr. Roger and Jaya Natarajan

Junior Science Bee
Dr. R.S.L Prasad

Intermediate Science Bee
In Memory of 

Mrs. Lalitha Gullapalli
Senior Science Bee

In Memory of Prof. R.M.
Sethunarayanan

Junior Geography Bee
In Memory of 

Dr. Madhavi Sekharam
Senior Geography Bee

In Memory of 
Dr. Madhavi Sekharam

Senior Essay Writing Bee
In Memory of 

Mrs. KR. Kalyani Achi
Senior Public Speaking Bee

In Memory of Thiru R.M. Krishnan

Accept U

Vidhya Rights Foundation

MassMutual

NeoPenn Life Strategies LLC

Drs. Raj and Vijaya Polavaram

Mr. Prasant Kantamsetty

Suneetha and Kishore Kaligotla

NorthSouth Patron

Vema Mortgage



A Big Thank You To Our Sponsors!
$500 

(2  Place Ranks)nd

Junior Spelling Bee
Prasad Nuthalapati
Senior Spelling Bee

Dr. Mamta & Dr. Tarak Choksi
Junior Vocabulary Bee

Vidhya Rights Foundation
Intermediate Vocabulary Bee

Vidhya Rights Foundation
Math Bee Level 1

Dr. Krishnaiah Revuluri
Math Bee Level 2
Beeram Family

Math Bee Level 3
Prof. Saravanan Arunachalam

Junior Science Bee
Dr. R.S.L. Prasad

Intermediate Science Bee
In Memory of Sri V.C. Reddy

Senior Science Bee
Mr. Desi and Mrs. Viji Vijay

Junior Geography Bee
In Memory of 

Dr. Madhavi Sekharam
Senior Geography Bee

Mr. Desi and Mrs. Viji Vijay
Senior Essay Writing Bee

In Memory of Smt. Saraswathi and Sri
Venkata Narayana Rao Ganapathiraju

Senior Public Speaking Bee
Anonymous Donor
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$250 
(3  Place Ranks)rd

Junior Spelling Bee
In Memory of 

Sri Padmanabha Rao Ganapathiraju
Senior Spelling Bee

In Memory of 
Sri Padmanabha Rao Ganapathiraju

Junior Vocabulary Bee
In Memory of 

Smt. Ramana Lakshmi Ganapathiraju
Intermediate Vocabulary Bee

In Memory of 
Smt. Ramana Lakshmi Ganapathiraju

Math Bee Level 1
Siva Vavilala

Math Bee Level 2
Beeram Family

Math Bee Level 3
Sri Madhusudhana Rao Venturumilli

 Junior Science Bee
Dr. R.S.L Prasad

Intermediate Science Bee
Mr. Sudhakar Tadepalli

Senior Science Bee
Sri Madhusudhana Rao Venturumilli

Junior Geography Bee
Smt. Uma Rajyalakshmi Venturumilli

Senior Geography Bee
Smt. Uma Rajyalakshmi Venturumilli

Senior Essay Writing Bee
Vidhya Rights Foundation

Senior Public Speaking Bee
Kamali Subramaniam & Sampath

Narayanan



NATIONAL GEOGRAPHY BEENATIONAL GEOGRAPHY BEE

NIHAR JANGANIHAR JANGA
20192019

ANOUSHKA BUDDHIKOTANOUSHKA BUDDHIKOT
2018 RUNNER UP2018 RUNNER UP

PRANAY VARADAPRANAY VARADA
20172017

RISHI NAIRRISHI NAIR
20162016

KARAN MENONKARAN MENON
20152015

AKHIL REKULAPELLIAKHIL REKULAPELLI
20142014

SATWIK KARNIKSATWIK KARNIK
20132013

RAHUL NAGVEKARRAHUL NAGVEKAR
20122012

NATIONAL SCIENCE BOWLNATIONAL SCIENCE BOWL

SNIGDHA ALLAPARTHISNIGDHA ALLAPARTHI
20182018

ABHIJEET SAMBANGIABHIJEET SAMBANGI
20142014

SNIGDHA ALLAPARTHISNIGDHA ALLAPARTHI
20142014

ANKAN BHATTACHARYAANKAN BHATTACHARYA
20162016

ASHWIN SAHASHWIN SAH
20162016

SHYAM NARAYANSHYAM NARAYAN
20152015

INTERNATIONAL MATH OLYMPIADINTERNATIONAL MATH OLYMPIAD

ANKAN BHATTACHARYAANKAN BHATTACHARYA
20162016

KARTHIK KARNIKKARTHIK KARNIK
20162016

WHO WANTS TO BE A
MATHEMATICIAN

WHO WANTS TO BE A
MATHEMATICIAN

20242024 20202020 20182018 20182018 20182018

USA BRAIN BEEUSA BRAIN BEE

HARINI VENKATESHHARINI VENKATESH VEDA DAYANANDAVEDA DAYANANDA SEHEJ BINDRASEHEJ BINDRA AKHIL KONDEPUDIAKHIL KONDEPUDI HEMANTH ASIRVATHAMHEMANTH ASIRVATHAM ANURAG SODHIANURAG SODHI BHAGIRATH MEHTABHAGIRATH MEHTA

YOU BE THE CHEMISTYOU BE THE CHEMIST

20192019 20122012

SNIGDHA NANDIPATISNIGDHA NANDIPATI
20122012

SUKANYA ROYSUKANYA ROY
20112011

ANAMIKA VEERAMANIANAMIKA VEERAMANI
20102010

KAVYA SHIVASHANKARKAVYA SHIVASHANKAR
20092009

SAMEER MISHRASAMEER MISHRA
20082008

SCRIPPS NATIONAL SPELLING BEE CHAMPIONSSCRIPPS NATIONAL SPELLING BEE CHAMPIONS

SHREY PARIKHSHREY PARIKH
20262026

FAIZAN ZAKIFAIZAN ZAKI
20252025

BRUHAT SOMABRUHAT SOMA
20242024

DEV SHAHDEV SHAH
20232023

HARINI LOGANHARINI LOGAN
20222022

RISHIK GANDHASRIRISHIK GANDHASRI
20192019

SHRUTHIKA PADHYSHRUTHIKA PADHY
20192019

SOHUM SUKHATANKARSOHUM SUKHATANKAR
20192019

ABHIJAY KODALIABHIJAY KODALI
20192019

ROHAN RAJAROHAN RAJA
20192019

KARTHIK NEMMANIKARTHIK NEMMANI
20182018

ANANYA VINAYANANYA VINAY
20172017

NIHAR JANGANIHAR JANGA
20162016

JAIRAM HATHWARJAIRAM HATHWAR
20162016

VANYA SHIVASHANKARVANYA SHIVASHANKAR
20152015

GOKUL VENKATACHALAMGOKUL VENKATACHALAM
20152015

SRIRAM HATHWARSRIRAM HATHWAR
20142014

ARVIND MAHANKALIARVIND MAHANKALI
20132013

23 WINNERS23 WINNERS23 WINNERS
OVER 18OVER 18OVER 18
YEARSYEARSYEARS

23 WINNERS
OVER 18
YEARS

SIDDHARTH KAMANNAVARSIDDHARTH KAMANNAVAR
20172017

GOVIND PRABHAKARGOVIND PRABHAKAR
20182018

NATIONAL HISTORY BEENATIONAL HISTORY BEE

SWAPNIL GARGSWAPNIL GARG
20142014

MATHCOUNTSMATHCOUNTS

PRANAVI CHATRATHIPRANAVI CHATRATHI

20232023

WHITE HOUSE
SCIENCE FAIR
WHITE HOUSE
SCIENCE FAIR

NILAI SARDANILAI SARDA

20232023

JEOPARDY TEEN
TOURNAMENT

JEOPARDY TEEN
TOURNAMENT

YUVAN CHALIYUVAN CHALI

SCIENCE 
OLYMPIAD
SCIENCE 

OLYMPIAD

20192019

MAJOR NATIONAL COMPETITIONSMAJOR NATIONAL COMPETITIONSMAJOR NATIONAL COMPETITIONS
NORTHSOUTH KIDS SHINING ATNORTHSOUTH KIDS SHINING ATNORTHSOUTH KIDS SHINING AT


	A NOTE FROM THE CONVENOR
	SASHANK GANAPATHIRAJU
	To the Finalists, their Families, Volunteers, and the NorthSouth Community,
	“We must seek the strength to change what we can, seek the ability to accept what we cannot change, and seek the wisdom to know the difference between the two.”



	CONTENTS
	INTRODUCTION
	COMPETITIONS
	LEADERSHIP TEAMS
	ARTICLES
	MORE ABOUT NORTHSOUTH
	July 31, 2026
	Dear Finalists and Families,
	It is my great pleasure to welcome you to Raleigh and to Meredith College for this year’s NorthSouth Foundation National Finals. My heartfelt congratulations go out to each of you. Your selection from a pool of more than 8,000 regional participants is an extraordinary accomplishment, and you should be exceptionally proud of all you have achieved.
	To our young contestants, I extend my warmest wishes. I hope you and your families enjoy the finals, the activities, and the many wonderful programs arranged for this special gathering. This national event offers a remarkable opportunity to create lasting memories. I encourage you to savor each moment, form meaningful connections, and leave a positive impact on this event  and on those you meet along the way.
	I hope that all of you and your families enjoy your time in Raleigh and can take a moment to explore our greenways, restaurants, and museums. On behalf of the City of Raleigh, welcome, and best of luck! May this experience be enriching, memorable, and inspiring for you all.
	Warm regards,
	Janet Cowell Mayor of Raleigh
	OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
	July 31, 2026
	Dear Participants, Families, and Volunteers,
	On behalf of the Cary Town Council, welcome to the Triangle for the 2026 NorthSouth Foundation National Finals. Congratulations to each student who has earned the opportunity to compete. Your dedication, curiosity, and hard work have brought you to this exciting milestone, and we celebrate your commitment to learning and academic excellence.
	The NorthSouth Foundation has inspired generations of students to pursue knowledge and reach their full potential. Thank you to the parents, volunteers, and organizers whose support makes this exceptional event possible.
	While you are here, I hope you have the opportunity to explore our vibrant region and enjoy all that it has to offer. Best wishes to all the competitors for a rewarding National Finals!
	Sincerely,
	Harold Weinbrecht Mayor of Cary

	Office of Honorable Mayor Jacques K. Gilbert

	TOWN OF APEX
	July 10, 2026
	Dear Mr. Sashank Ganapathiraju,
	On behalf of the Town of Apex, it is my pleasure to extend a warm welcome to the students, families, educators, volunteers, and supporters attending the 2026 NorthSouth Foundation National Finals, held at Meredith College in Raleigh from July 31 through August 2, 2026.
	Congratulations to each student who has earned the opportunity to compete. Your hard work, dedication, perseverance, and commitment to academic excellence are commendable, and your achievements are a testament to the encouragement and support of your families, teachers, and mentors. We are grateful to the Raleigh Chapter of the NorthSouth Foundation and Meredith College for hosting this year's National Finals and welcoming participants from across the nation to the Triangle region. Events such as these celebrate learning, inspire future leaders, and provide students with opportunities to challenge themselves while building lasting friendships, broadening their perspectives, and creating lasting memories.
	The Triangle region—including the City of Raleigh, the Town of Apex, and our neighboring communities—is proud to welcome you to North Carolina. While you are here, I encourage you to explore all that our region has to offer. If your travels bring you to Apex, you'll discover why we are known as the "Peak of Good Living." Our community is recognized for its welcoming small-town charm, vibrant downtown, outstanding parks and greenways, and strong sense of community. We would be delighted to welcome you and your family during your stay.
	Best wishes to all participants for a rewarding and successful competition. May this experience inspire continued curiosity, lifelong learning, and new friendships. Safe travels, and welcome to North Carolina!
	Very truly yours,
	Jacques Gilbert
	Mayor, Town of Apex
	“There is nothing we can’t accomplish when we work together.” – Mayor Jacques K. Gilbert

	Is Man-Making Still Relevant, 130 Years Later?
	From Man-Making to Standing for What Is Right
	The NorthSouth Foundation Way
	dear everyone,
	we are so proud of you all!
	love <3, bee book committee #dreamteam
	A Message from the Contest Chair
	Students’ Aspirations
	Most Popular Answers
	Doctor/Medical Professional
	Scientist/Researcher
	Mathematician
	Engineering (including aerospace, robotics, software, biomedical, and mechanical)
	Lawyer/Attorney
	Space-related careers (astronaut, astrophysicist, NASA)
	Computer science/Technology
	Business/Entrepreneurship
	Others: President of the USA, Architect, Actuary, Cricketer, Musician, YouTuber

	Stand out answers
	Students’ Role Models
	Mom & Dad
	Sibling
	President Dwight D. Eisenhower
	Lionel Messi
	Virat Kohli
	Elon Musk
	Arabella Mansfield
	Michael Phelps
	Bill Gates
	Dean Kamen
	Angela Duckworth
	J.K. Rowling
	Christina Koch
	Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa
	BTS
	Akash Vukoti
	LeBron James
	Olivia Rodrigo
	Mary Wollstonecraft
	Taylor Swift
	Dr. Lara Devgan
	Nikola Tesla
	Chris and Martin Kratt
	Albert Einstein
	Ravindra Jadeja
	Stephen Hawking
	Ludwig Ahgren
	Sunita Williams
	Magnus Carlsen
	Malala Yousafzai
	LeBron James
	Dr. A.P.J. Abdul
	Kalam



	How NorthSouth Impacted My Life
	Spelling Bee
	Junior Spelling Bee
	Ritwin Amarnath
	Seffner, FL

	Shreyas Balla
	Morgantown, WV

	Aadhar Adhikari
	Marietta, OH

	Neil Ajith
	Virginia Beach, VA

	Veer Bhutada
	Acton, MA

	Sarah Bhadauria
	Livingston, NJ

	Artham Bhatt
	Jacksonville, FL
	Levittown, NY

	Iraya Bidkar
	Dyuthi Bolineni
	Samhita Chennamsetty
	Sanaa Dasnur
	Winterville, NC
	Yorktown, VA
	Cedar Park, TX
	Nashua, NH

	Fionee Dumaswala
	Easton, PA

	Nitara Desai
	Edmond, OK

	Krishika Dinesh
	Morganville, NJ

	Amogh Gargesha
	Solon, OH


	Junior Spelling Bee
	Paavai Kathiravan
	Arjun Kohli
	Kaira Jain
	Varsha Kannan
	Sreemaan Komatireddy
	Rohan Kumar
	Shiv Lohia
	Rudhav Lokhande
	Ishayu Machiraju
	Aria Mahesh
	Divaansh Maruboyina
	Abhiram Mannava
	Abhinav Nanda
	Aadya Nagudala
	Aravind Nambudiri
	Arjun Narayan

	Junior Spelling Bee
	Yuvan Nunna
	Olumide Olurinde
	Thanvik Neelamegam
	Sree Koundinya Neti
	Neev Pandya
	Aarya Parikh
	Neil Phadke
	Dharshan Periyasamy
	Karthik Pidaparthi
	Anantha Puthraya
	Sudiksha Rajeti
	Nivin Rajasekar
	Mihir Raval
	Rishabh Rao
	Kiara Rastogi
	Vedh Rengarajan

	Junior Spelling Bee
	Sophia Sandesara
	Raleigh, NC

	Krishiv Sankar
	Indian Land, SC

	Juhi Rongala
	Cottleville, MO

	Ronik Saduneni
	Waxhaw, NC

	Venba Selvan
	Aurora, IL

	Saadhana Santhosh
	Allen, TX

	Varish Sekar
	Latham, NY
	Naperville, IL

	Aarav Shankar
	Hillsborough, NJ
	North Grafton, MA

	Avni Sharma
	Austin, TX

	Siddharth Srinivasan
	Harrisburg, NC

	Svasti Shreekar
	Vikram Taneja
	Westport, CT

	Vihaan Sundeep
	Fresno, CA

	Ayansh Tammiraju
	Chandler, AZ

	Zachary Teoh
	Houston, TX


	Junior Spelling Bee
	Jasvik Vasireddy
	Abhiram Venkata
	Anay Terwadkar
	Akshara Upendra
	Ryan Vikram
	Taruni Venkata
	Vedika Verma
	Ahana Vishnoi
	Tara Yadav
	NOT PICTURED
	Abira Awasthi – Cary, NC Isa Chaudhry – Parker, TX Ronit Khedkar – Rochester Hills, MI Anika Nair – Irving, TX Dhruv Somireddy – Cary, NC Sidharth Srinivasan – Lawrence Township, NJ Rushank Verma – Mountain House, CA Swetha Vinothkumar – Bridgewater, NJ


	Skills Development Workshop hosted by NorthSouth
	January 3rd and January 4th, 2026 Hosted at Chiguru Children’s Village in Vijayawada Skills such as:
	Resume Building
	Group Discussion Insights
	Interview Techniques
	Workplace Etiquette
	Life after Employment
	Taught to every student who attended, giving them necessities to succeed in a career and beyond.

	“Your word is…”
	Every speller knows those three words can make your heart race. Years of studying and practicing, hundreds upon hundreds of hours, all come down to those few golden seconds. One word can send you to the next round. And if you get that word wrong, you could end the season early. The hardest part was not the bell. It was facing everyone who had believed that you would make it. What do you tell your friends, your parents, and the family that came so far to see you succeed? Those golden seconds start to feel bitter, especially when it’s your last year, and you gave it your all. In spelling, messing up is always one word, one letter, one bell, and it’s over. There is no second round, no next inning, and no teammate to help you recover. Over time, mistakes stop feeling like chances to grow and start feeling like we aren’t good enough.
	The longer I competed, the more I realized I wasn’t just studying words anymore. I was defending my identity as the spelling bee kid. I began to feel that winning every competition was something I needed to do because my identity depended on it.
	Winning didn’t always make me happier; it motivated me to study harder for the next competition. The joy that had drawn me to spelling now slowly gave way to perseverance and keeping what I had already achieved.
	People outside the spelling community rarely understand this. They see children spelling complex words on a stage, not the hundreds of hours spent studying etymology, word lists, and language patterns in pursuit of a single competition. They don’t see evenings spent alone studying words or the guilt of taking a day off because of the bee. When someone says, “It’s just a spelling bee," they don’t realize that to competitors, the spelling journey represents years of sacrifice condensed into microphone moments. Every correct spelling slowly raises the bar. Every mistake feels catastrophic. Success starts to replace curiosity with expectation and passion with perfectionism.

	“Your word is…”
	Senior Spelling Bee
	Anjali Agarwal
	Ayush Ajay
	Piyush Ajay
	Sach Akella
	Satvika Arun
	Akshaj Chidananda
	Darshan Dudda
	Shruthi Ayyagari
	Ashwika Ballepu
	Reyansh Chakka
	Tejasvi Dasari
	Siniksha Chockalingam
	Anvee Das
	Ruvi Gupta
	Kushi Gottimukkala
	Prudhvi Gandham

	Senior Spelling Bee
	Akshara Jagannathan
	Sia Jahagirdar
	Saathvi Jayakumar
	Navika Joseph
	Saishrihanreddy Julakanty
	Sahil Lakhani
	Anay Mahesh
	Aadhya Kandregula
	Aaravv Kiran
	Sumedh Kulkarni
	Rishik Madhamsetty
	Sreeya Lakkimsetti
	Aadya Madabhushanam
	Shourya Mogulothu
	Amukta Mantha
	Aarhan Manish

	Senior Spelling Bee
	Laasya Mohan
	Aditi Mopur
	Arjun Movva
	Abhinav Nambudiri
	Devesh Nandhakumar
	Madhesh Pillai
	Oscar Quezada
	Arinee Nilegaonkar
	Keona-Dannette Osae-Twum
	Rujva Patel
	Sritha Potluri
	Jivesh Ramesh Kumar
	Ava Premkumar
	Pritika Prasanth
	Soham Sahu
	Vivek Raval

	Senior Spelling Bee
	Shriyans Sangamkar
	Amyra Saxena
	Arjun Sengar
	Adhitri Sethuraghavan
	Nivaan Shah
	Shourya Sodhani
	Vikyath Tanamala
	Tiana Shah
	Shivani Shanmugam
	Adhyut Siyalsh
	Shreya Somani
	Akshara Thummala
	Indra Sriram
	Manvik Swamy
	Adarsh Venkannagari
	Sumukh Tirumalasetty

	Senior Spelling Bee
	Tej Yadav
	NOT PICTURED
	Shrey Bariki – Irving, TX Atharva Bomman – Tucson, AZ Purvik Byregowda – Olathe, KS Ashvik Chintanaboina – San Jose, CA Paranika Ethakota – Lake Charles, LA Mauryavardhanreddy Kudumula – Brentwood, CA Reya Manda – Lufkin, TX
	Moksh Maru – Sanford, FL Ishaan Nair – Irving, TX Mahima Pradeep Kumar – Arlington, MA Taahir Shaikh – Chagrin Falls, OH Sanil Thorat – Shreveport, LA Insiya Zaranwala – Glen Allen, VA


	10 THINGS I'D SAY TO SOMEONE COMPETING NOW:
	Shrey Parikh 2026 Scripps National Spelling Bee Champion 1st NorthSouth Spelling 2024, Top-10 NorthSouth Vocab 2025, 5th NorthSouth Spelling 2023
	1. Action is the most important step to progress. Without getting the ball rolling, it is impossible to improve at something. Do first, think later.
	2. Being nervous is OK. Stress means you care. Just use it to fuel you to perform better.
	5. Your competitors are your community. View your competitors as peers, not obstacles. These like-minded people are the ones that will stick with you.
	4. Win or lose, think of this as practice. At the end of the day, the trophy doesn't really matter. The knowledge and experiences you gain are what make competition so amazing.
	3. Aim for consistency. Doing 2 hours a day for 4 days is better than doing 8 hours one day and nothing for the rest of the week. When you keep it consistent, you will steadily get more done.
	7. Develop a technique that helps you build confidence. Confidence is key. Without it, doubt can creep in and cause you to not think straight.
	6. Be creative. Everyone is different. Tweak what others have done and study in a way that suits you.
	10. Have fun! Don't get too wound up. No matter what competition, remember it is all in the name of fun, practice, and improvement.


	Learning Journey: Shaping the Future of Education
	Expanding Our Horizons: New & Core Offerings
	Flexible Delivery Models

	Tech Behind the Scenes: Empowering the Classroom
	Intelligent Monitoring Scripts (Live)


	Learning Journey: Shaping the Future of Education
	Our Heartbeat: The Community of Learners & Leaders
	To Our Inspiring Students: Discover What You Can Achieve
	To Our Passionate Volunteers: Shape the Future With Us


	WORDS CHOSEN BY NORTHSOUTH SPELLERS
	Junior Vocabulary
	Neil Ajith
	Akshara Balaji
	Sarah Bhadauria
	Artham Bhatt
	Dyuthi Bolineni
	Dhimahi Chaudhari
	Ditya Chaudhari
	Krishika Dinesh
	Mahati Guru
	Aaditya Kandpal
	Varsha Kannan
	Akshara Kattula

	Junior Vocabulary
	Viven Khullar
	Shiv Lohia
	Rudhav Lokhande
	Divaansh Maruboyina
	Aravind Nambudiri
	Arjun Narayan
	Anantha Puthraya
	Kiara Rastogi
	Ronik Saduneni
	Varish Sekar
	Venba Selvan
	Avni Sharma

	Junior Vocabulary
	Vardaan Sharma
	Vedika Verma
	Ryan Vikram
	Ahana Vishnoi
	Tara Yadav
	NOT PICTURED
	Dhruv Dani – Beachwood, OH Anirudh Hariprasad – Newton, MA Vihana Maru – Sanford, FL Rithik Mulupuri – Harrisburg, NC Sidharth Srinivasan – Lawrence Township, NJ


	A Letter To My Younger Self
	Hirsh Sandesara

	Intermediate Vocabulary Bee
	Anjali Agarwal
	Misheeta Aluru
	Shruthi Ayyagari
	Aviva Ayyar
	Logan Bailey
	Aurelian Basu
	Ghanashyam Bolineni
	Reyansh Chakka
	Avika Chandak
	Niyati Chandrasekar
	Aruj Chintakuntlawar
	Siniksha Chockalingam

	Intermediate Vocabulary Bee
	Ridhi Damera
	Chester Springs, PA

	Agniv Das
	San Marcos, CA

	Anvee Das
	Mount Laurel, NJ

	Prudhvi Gandham
	Aliso Viejo, CA

	Sthanu Ganesh
	Morris Plains, NJ
	Glen Allen, VA

	Akshara Jagannathan
	Monroe, NJ

	Surabi Janakiraman
	Buffalo Grove, IL

	Navika Joseph
	Fremont, CA

	Aadhya Kandregula
	Ashburn, VA

	Neil Kashyap
	Newark, CA

	Rheya Kaur-Pekker
	Pittsburgh, PA


	Intermediate Vocabulary Bee
	Sumedh Kulkarni
	West Windsor, NJ

	Anay Mahesh
	Orlando, FL

	Laasya Mohan
	Herndon, VA

	Arjun Movva
	Plainsboro Township, NJ

	Abhinav Nambudiri
	Newton, MA

	Devank Narayan
	Acton, MA
	Waldwick, NJ

	Rishi Paladugu
	New Hill, NC

	Sritha Potluri
	Allen, TX

	Amyra Saxena
	Briarcliff Manor, NY

	Oviya Senthilkumar
	Bothell, WA

	Tiana Shah
	Austin, TX


	Intermediate Vocabulary Bee
	Shourya Sodhani
	San Jose, CA

	Akshara Thummala
	San Ramon, CA

	Mahathru Privin Vinod
	Bothell, WA

	Indra Sriram
	Dallas, TX

	Sumukh Tirumalasetty
	Chandler, AZ

	Vikyath Tanamala
	Leesburg, VA

	Akshara Thiyagarajan
	Cumming, GA

	Akshay Vemuri
	Saratoga, CA

	Adarsh Venkannagari
	Acton, MA

	NOT PICTURED

	Community Engagement: Building Year-Round Connection at the Chapter Level
	Manish Sarda, Chief Operations Officer, NorthSouth Foundation

	Math Bee Level 1
	Maahith Atluri
	Frisco, TX

	Shreyas Balla
	Morgantown, WV

	Sarah Abraham
	Glenview, IL

	Sarah Bhadauria
	Livingston, NJ

	Ananya Ashok
	San Jose, CA

	Pahlaj Bhatia
	Suwanee, GA

	Artham Bhatt
	Jacksonville, FL

	Iraya Bidkar
	Levittown, NY
	Cedar Park, TX

	Vedansh Dasari
	Sewickley, PA

	Ishaan Dash
	Princeton Junction, NJ

	Sanaa Dasnur
	Winterville, NC

	Tarun Deepak
	Exton, PA

	Tavish Deepak
	Exton, PA


	Math Bee Level 1
	Rudransh Gabbeta
	Lewisville, TX

	ViraajGautham Gangula
	Strongsville, OH

	Krishika Dinesh
	Morganville, NJ

	Sriram Giridharan
	Lexington, MA

	Daksh Donepudi
	Okemos, MI

	Maya Jacob
	Plainsboro, NJ

	Advik Jairaj
	Peoria, AZ

	Prithvi Jayakumar
	Redmond, WA
	Huntersville, NC

	Hanvesh Kankanala
	Cranston, RI

	Paavai Kathiravan
	Bettendorf, IA

	Viven Khullar
	Ashburn, VA

	Aryaan Kundu
	Buffalo Grove, IL

	Shiv Lohia
	Troy, MI


	Math Bee Level 1
	Ayaan Malladi
	Rishaan Mallik
	Jack Lowery
	Riaan Mamidi
	Tianle Ma
	Abhiram Mannava
	Divaansh Maruboyina
	Abhay Mensinkai
	Anish Mishra
	Shreyansh Mitra
	Sriram Mothukuri
	Aadya Nagudala
	Aravind Nambudiri
	Abhinav Nanda

	Math Bee Level 1
	Neev Pandya
	Riaan Patolia
	Akshaya Perumal
	Anay Pisolkar
	Nivin Rajasekar
	Sri Eshvari Ramanan
	Yuvan Nanu
	Jaivik Reddy Penubolu
	Reyansh Praharaj
	Havish Ramkumar
	Arjun Narayan
	Kavya Peri
	Armaan Raavi
	Kiara Rastogi

	Math Bee Level 1
	Aadya Sangineni
	Vardaan Sharma
	Avyukth Reddy Reddy
	Harveer Shergill
	Arjun Sai
	Kushagra Sikri
	Risha Singh
	Aaryan Singha
	Vishvak Sridhar
	Vihaan Talluri
	Vikram Taneja
	Shaurya Tarigopula
	Zachary Teoh
	Pinak Vadlamani

	Math Bee Level 1
	Vihaan Veer Medleri
	Littleton, CO

	Yuvan Veeram
	Naperville, IL

	Nidhish Varghese
	Frisco, TX

	Abhiram Venkata
	Irving, TX

	Shriyan Vedaprakash
	Sugarland, TX

	Ahana Vishnoi
	Irvine, CA

	Nithin Vivek
	Cypress, TX

	NOT PICTURED
	Vishra Alla
	Tamil Raja Alaguraja


	Math Bee Level 2
	Aria Casturi
	Aviva Ayyar
	Rajvir Bajaj
	Ruthvik Boddapu
	Arihaan Chaudhary
	Ayaan Choudhary
	Prisha Devershetty
	Aruj Chintakuntlawar
	Darshan Dudda
	Kiran Durai Murugan
	Kiaan Gandhi
	Ashmita Ghosh
	Shreyas Gullapalli
	Sidharrth Gopi

	Math Bee Level 2
	Ryan Kasturia
	Amrith Jathin
	Krish Kartik
	Aniv Karthikeyan
	Agastya Kora
	Aadya Madabhushanam
	Abhigna Maddi
	Karthikeya Koyyada
	Ranjiv Maddi
	Viyat Madhyastha
	Vivan Mahajan
	Shivesh Maheshwer
	Abhinay Manchikanti
	Apex, NC

	Avni Makhija
	Martinez, GA


	Math Bee Level 2
	Devaansh Mohanty
	Apex, NC

	Dhruv Panicker
	Nashua, NH

	Pratik Parida
	Newark, DE

	Viresh Nepal
	Falls Church, VA

	Yash Parikh
	Rancho Cucamonga, CA

	Kavin Rajasekar
	Glen Allen, VA

	Vivek Raval
	Augusta, GA
	Lutz, FL

	Rayaansh Roy
	Grandville, MI

	Arin Samanta
	Charlotte, NC

	Rayansh Samanta
	Woodstock, MD

	Aayaan Sardana
	East Brunswick, NJ
	Glen Allen, VA

	Srijan Saripella
	San Jose, CA


	Math Bee Level 2
	Nivaan Shah
	Austin, TX

	Maahirjit Singh
	Austin, TX

	Rayan Singh
	Lincoln, NE

	Roneel Sharma
	Lewis Center, OH

	Indra Sriram
	Dallas, TX

	Sitara Vadlamani
	Herndon, VA

	Aarav Vadrevu
	San Ramon, CA

	Advik Tiwari
	Woburn, MA

	Atul Vallamkonda
	Frankfort, KY

	Ishan Veer Medleri
	Littleton, CO

	Abhay Vemuri
	Saratoga, CA

	Hamsini Venkatesh
	Brentwood, NH


	Math Bee Level 2
	Adwaith Vijay Kumar
	Tohan Vinay Kumar
	Nihal Vivek
	NOT PICTURED
	Shreyovi Bhattacharyya – Ellington, CT Dhruv Deshmukh – Sammamish, WA Adyant Goswami – Morrisville, NC Nainika Gundam – Ashburn, VA Arjun Kalawade – Porter Ranch, CA Vishanth Kalpatthi – Mars, PA
	Dishant Kommireddy – Frisco, TX Aashray Modi – Cary, NC Madhav Sandeep – Concord, NH Neelansh Shedada – Bettendorf, IA Sree Harsha Siliveri – St. Augustine, FL Prabhav Vashishth – Meridian, ID


	Math Bee Level 3
	Advay Anup
	Amay Anup
	Moksh Bafna
	Logan Bailey
	Avighna Bamhane
	Sahishn Bangaru
	Aditi Batchu
	Ghanashyam Bolineni
	Reyansh Chakka
	Max Desaikov
	Avik Dutta
	Vihaan Gaddameedi
	Madhavan Giridharan
	Tejas Guddati

	Math Bee Level 3
	Kiara Gupta
	Saanvi Gupta
	Sahasvath Indla
	Benjamin Jacob
	Shiva Karthik
	Neil Kashyap
	NagaPrerani Kasula
	Shruti Kesav
	Robin Kim
	Viyaan Kinariwala
	Anagh Kumar
	Sahil Lakhani
	Dhruv Manojanand
	Vaibhav Menedal

	Math Bee Level 3
	Arjun Movva
	Devank Narayan
	Surya Palacherla
	Vishwak Panga
	Shrihan Pattnaik
	Abinash Paupoo
	Raguram Raghulan
	Avyukth Ram Sarann
	Abhiram Ramesh
	Ritha Rao
	Vihaan Rao
	Samarth Rawal
	Ryan Santosh
	Nisha Sarvasya

	Math Bee Level 3
	Aarav Sen
	Arjun Sengar
	Reyansh Sharma
	Jiyan Singh
	Viaan Singh
	Rajveer Sethi
	Vihaan Rudra Sripathi
	Soha Subramanian
	Shreyas Sudarshan
	Shriyan Veldandi
	Akshay Vemuri
	Adarsh Venkannagari
	Akhshar Vijayakumar
	Darshan Vijayaraj

	Math Bee Level 3
	Purandar Yeruva
	NOT PICTURED
	Eshan Balaji – Fremont, CA Sanskriti Bukkapatnam – Aurora, IL Sasha Challagolla – Starkville, MS Varen Challagolla – Starkville, MS Neil Kolhapure – Wilmington, DE Srijay Kora – Princeton, NJ Kavin Kumarappan – Jersey City, NJ Aneesh Malyavanatham – Hillsboro, OR Moksh Maru – Sanford, FL
	Kapil Nadinti – Buffalo Grove, IL Ishaan Nirmal – Milpitas, CA David Pullattu – Concord, NH Aadhavan Rajendrakumar – Edmond, OK Daanya Sankar – Chantilly, VA Taahir Shaikh – Chagrin Falls, OH Advay Shrivastava – St. Louis, MO Pranav Krishna Somayajula – Liberty Hill, TX


	Siblings Using NorthSouth As Inspiration For Societal Good
	A Story About The Vidhya Rights Foundation
	PLATINUM SPONSOR | RALEIGH NORTHSOUTH FINALS 2026
	www.vidhyarights.org
	Soon after, her younger brother Sashank, who had been “a NorthSouth kid” since kindergarten, joined her – initially he helped plan, ran social media efforts, and recruited volunteer tutors, but he soon became a core tutor himself. Sashank and Meghana were also joined by their mother, who quickly became a core tutor as well.
	Together, they were seeing the value that this service was providing, especially in light of the COVID-19 pandemic that had just broken out at the time, derailing the traditional instructional system. A mix of families approached them daily to start tutoring: kids who needed 1:1 attention and learning support but couldn't afford the number of hours for a traditional tutor, families who were looking for a worthy cause to support, and others who just wanted high-quality tutoring wherever that might be. That interest, combined with the iniative from student volunteer tutors who wanted to get more instructional experience of their own, helped prove that this young organization had a model that was working.
	Over time, VRF was able to support multiple initiatives in India and the US: sponsoring hygiene and educational products for an all-girls’ orphanage in Hyderabad, covering the tuition and living expenses for a graduate of that orphanage who came to the US for her Masters’, and more. Over the last several years VRF has raised over $80,000, all while keeping in with this same model.
	Reflecting on this journey so far, it is clear that this is what being a part of NorthSouth really provides. Not only does the foundation encourage academic excellence, but it shapes students to be cognizant of the need in their communities, and to have the skills – academic, work ethic, social, and philanthropic – to become future leaders and look for their own ways to contribute.

	Today, VRF is proud to be a platinum sponsor for the Raleigh NorthSouth National Finals – the same event that lit the fire for VRF’s very existence so many years ago – in the hope that another student and another family might just be inspired to take action to address a need they see in their own community.

	Junior Science Bee
	Akshara Balaji
	Mohansh Balne
	Iraya Bidkar
	Rishaan Basu
	Pahlaj Bhatia
	Ishaan Dash
	Tavish Deepak
	Shanaya Gandhi
	Aadvik Ghosh
	Akhil Gopu
	Shreyas Balla
	Artham Bhatt
	Rhea Devershetty
	Maya Jacob

	Junior Science Bee
	Laksh Jain
	Laani Kaur-Pekker
	Divaansh Maruboyina
	Ashvika Krishna
	Aryaan Kundu
	Anish Mishra
	Arjun Narayan
	Neev Pandya
	Jaivik Reddy Penubolu
	Akshaya Perumal
	Aaditya Kandpal
	Rudhav Lokhande
	Shiv Narayanan
	Armaan Raavi

	Junior Science Bee
	Amaira Rai
	Mahatru Rakesh
	Krishiv Sankar
	Swecha Rakesh
	Pranav Ramesh
	Varish Sekar
	Avni Sharma
	Kushagra Sikri
	Krish Soundarapandian
	Simran Sukhija
	Adhyan Rajpoot
	Kiara Rastogi
	Vardaan Sharma
	Vikram Taneja

	Junior Science Bee
	Shaurya Tarigopula
	Pinak Vadlamani
	Agan Vignesh
	Nithin Vivek
	Vihaan Therattil
	NOT PICTURED
	Monith Ambati – Henrico, VA Arjun Khandelwal – Sunnyvale, CA Venkata Sai Nandan Mandavilli – Renton, WA Iyaan Mohan – Leander, TX Shanaya Mukherjee – Buffalo Grove, IL
	Adish Pai – Big Rapids, MI Aditi Rajesh – St. Augustine, FL Sid S – San Diego, CA Aradhya Srinath – Bentonville, AR Ananya Vallinayagam – Celina, TX


	NORTHSOUTH CONTESTANTS COME FROM ALL OVER!
	Intermediate Science Bee
	Rajveer Achtani
	Kiya Adhikari
	Anjali Agarwal
	Arnav Arun
	Arianna Agarwal
	Aaratrika Agrawal
	Reyansh Arvind
	Aurelian Basu
	Cheran Allipilli
	Drishani Chakraborty
	Niyati Chandrasekar
	Prisha Devershetty
	Darshan Dudda
	Aadyant Duvvuru

	Intermediate Science Bee
	Ashmita Ghosh
	Thanvikha Hariharan
	Omar Karlath
	Meher Malhotra
	Disha Harish Jadav
	Tejas Hegde
	Dhriti Kashyap
	Viyat Madhyastha
	Abhinay Manchikanti
	Adhrit Mishra
	Shreyas Gullapalli
	Amrith Jathin
	Vivan Mahajan
	Srihaan Moluguri

	Intermediate Science Bee
	Reyasree Moparthi
	Abhinav Nambudiri
	Dhruv Panicker
	Shreshtta Nunna
	Satyen Pal
	Vivaan Perala
	Varalika Rakesh
	Ekaansh Sharma
	Deetya Shenoy
	Rayan Singh
	Norah Nair
	Sayan Panda
	Arin Samanta
	Nia Sood

	Intermediate Science Bee
	Indra Sriram
	Anand Subramanian
	Akshara Thiyagarajan
	Abhay Vemuri
	Hamsini Venkatesh
	Nihal Vivek
	NOT PICTURED
	Varen Challagolla – Starkville, MS Dhruv Deshmukh – Sammamish, WA Satvik Goswami – Palatine, IL Nainika Gundam – Ashburn, VA Viaan Jain – Gilbert, AZ Prakrit Mehta – Irving, TX
	Saranya Nandi – Bentonville, AR Tanmay Naveena Sampige – Bothell, WA Harshad Prabu – Apex, NC Abhiram Pusuluri – New City, NY Yash Rajan – Issaquah, WA Anton Raymond – Folsom, CA
	Moksh Bafna


	Senior Science Bee
	Abhay Bodapati
	Ghanashyam Bolineni
	Anvee Das
	Varchasv Garg
	Avahan Gautam
	Nishant Innamuri
	Abhay Jairaj
	Surabi Janakiraman
	Ram Jhaveri
	Sahishn Bangaru
	Prudhvi Gandham
	Benjamin Jacob
	Navika Joseph

	Senior Science Bee
	Jithin Ragav Kannan
	Neil Kashyap
	Kavish Kishore
	Shruti Kesav
	Anit Khaitan
	Kavin Lakshmanan
	Shaurya Lohia
	Dhruv Manojanand
	Vaibhav Menedal
	Aarna Mishra
	Shruti Karthik
	Anirudh Kiran
	Kavir Malhotra
	Devank Narayan

	Senior Science Bee
	Sian Nissam
	Ashvik Prasaad
	Sanket Saha
	Kavin Rameshkumar
	Aditya Rao
	Ryan Santosh
	Adhitri Sethuraghavan
	Jiyan Singh
	Viaan Singh
	Krisshav Sridhar
	Saisuryanshu Parida
	Srinithik Sabry
	Ansh Shah
	Shreyas Sudarshan

	Senior Science Bee
	Prasan Sundaravadivel
	Cary, NC

	Vikyath Tanamala
	Leesburg, VA

	Krishang Thiyagarajan
	Mars, PA
	Frisco, TX

	Yuvan Thanda
	Cary, NC

	Guhan Velanjeri
	Ashburn, VA

	Akshay Vemuri
	Saratoga, CA

	Kavin Vignesh
	Jacksonville, FL

	Akhshar Vijayakumar
	Appleton, WI
	ReneeCatherine VimalRaj

	Buffalo Grove, IL

	Shiv Tamilselvam
	Parsippany-Troy Hills, NJ

	Akshaj Therattil
	Elkhorn, NE

	Adarsh Venkannagari
	Acton, MA


	Senior Science Bee
	NOT PICTURED

	Science Olympiad
	SCIENCE OLYMPIAD

	Anatomy & Physiology
	Sahishn Bangaru
	Bridgewater, NJ

	Prudhvi Gandham
	Aliso Viejo, CA

	Ram Jhaveri
	Katy, TX

	Kingshuk Ghatuary
	Garner, NC

	Devansh Gupta
	Toms River, NJ

	Shruti Karthik
	Sandy, UT

	Kavin Lakshmanan
	San Ramon, CA

	Anjana Mattegunta
	Jacksonville, FL

	Arjun Movva
	Plainsboro Township, NJ
	Worcester, MA

	Reyansh Dash
	Princeton Junction, NJ

	Nishant Innamuri
	Bothell, WA

	Shaurya Lohia
	Troy, MI

	Aditya Rao
	San Jose, CA

	SCIENCE OLYMPIAD

	Anatomy & Physiology
	Ritha Rao
	Havish Rondla
	Shriyans Sangamkar
	Akshaj Therattil
	Saanya Subramanian
	Shiv Tamilselvam
	Kanushi Toshniwal
	Kavin Vignesh
	Yuvan Thanda
	NOT PICTURED
	Avyaan Krishnan – Nashua, NH Anwita Mishra – Overland Park, KS Ashwin Nimishakavi – Topeka, KS Aadhavan Rajendrakumar – Edmond, OK Rohan Saha – Cary, NC Adisesh Samal – San Diego, CA
	Tarrunn Anand – Pflugerville, TX Ayan Awasthi – Cary, NC Shreyan Basu – Charlotte, NC Ojasvi Chauhan – Waxhaw, NC Vidyutt Jagadeesan – Edison, NJ Srijay Kora – Princeton, NJ

	SCIENCE OLYMPIAD

	Disease Detectives
	Moksh Bafna
	Ghanashyam Bolineni
	Nishant Innamuri
	Tejasvi Dasari
	Reyansh Dash
	Shruti Karthik
	Rheya Kaur-Pekker
	Sumedh Kulkarni
	Kavin Lakshmanan
	Kavir Malhotra
	Sahishn Bangaru
	Tejas Hegde
	Shruti Kesav
	Arjun Movva
	SCIENCE OLYMPIAD

	Disease Detectives
	Aditya Rao
	Daelyn Rego
	Arjun Sengar
	Havish Rondla
	Sanket Saha
	Adhitri Sethuraghavan
	Saanya Subramanian
	Yuvan Thanda
	Kanushi Toshniwal
	Adarsh Venkannagari
	Ritha Rao
	Shriyans Sangamkar
	Janani Sudarshan
	Kavin Vignesh
	SCIENCE OLYMPIAD
	Darshan Vijayaraj
	Tohan Vinay Kumar


	Disease Detectives
	NOT  PICTURED
	Ayan Awasthi – Cary, NC Eshan Balaji – Fremont, CA Srijay Kora – Princeton, NJ Avyaan Krishnan – Nashua, NH
	Aadhavan Rajendrakumar – Edmond, OK Adisesh Samal – San Diego, CA Dhanwin Shivakumar – Ashburn, VA Narain Vinoth – Las Vegas, NV

	SCIENCE OLYMPIAD

	Microbe Mission
	Anhadpreet Bhalla
	Reyansh Dash
	Nishant Innamuri
	Shriyans Sangamkar
	Kavin Lakshmanan
	Arjun Movva
	Yuvan Thanda
	Kanushi Toshniwal
	Aditya Rao
	Kavin Vignesh
	Purandar Yeruva
	NOT PICTURED
	Ayan Awasthi – Cary, NC Avyaan Krishnan – Nashua, NH Anwita Mishra – Overland Park, KS
	Aadhavan Rajendrakumar – Edmond, OK Rohan Saha – Cary, NC Adisesh Samal – San Diego, CA


	Junior Geography Bee
	Rishaan Basu
	Artham Bhatt
	Amogh Gargesha
	Mehan Bhavsar
	Bheem Deshpande
	Aadvik Ghosh
	Sriram Giridharan
	Sattva Jadav
	Prithvi Jayakumar
	Laani Kaur-Pekker
	Mihith Bhat
	Aadhith Dhinnesh
	Jay Ingle
	Sreemaan Komatireddy

	Junior Geography Bee
	Shiv Lohia
	Anish Mishra
	Vikram Narasimhan
	Vedant Narasimhan
	Vihaan Pasumarthi
	Avy Pranesh
	Olumide Olurinde
	Adhyan Rajpoot
	Rishabh Rao
	Ayansh Rupera
	Shiv Mankal
	Dharshan Periyasamy
	Anantha Puthraya
	Ronik Saduneni

	Junior Geography Bee
	Ishanth Sangaraju
	Vishvak Sridhar
	Saiskanda Srivatsam
	Advait Sunil
	Varish Sekar
	Vikram Taneja
	Aadhi Vimal
	Nithin Vivek
	NOT PICTURED
	Hariharan Arunkumar – San Jose, CA Rama Gollapudi – Redmond, WA Vihaan Koujalagi – Lewis Center, OH Rishabh Mahabhashyam – Bentonville, AR Max Mahoney – San Diego, CA
	Venkata Sai Nandan Mandvilli – Renton, WA Sidharth Srinivasan – Lawrence Township, NJ Jai Vemuri – Milton, GA Shreyash Zulapi – Chesapeake, VA


	Senior Geography Bee
	Vishra Alla
	Arin Banerjee
	Abhay Bodapati
	Arjun Chilamkuri
	Aruj Chintakuntlawar
	Aadyant Duvvuru
	Agniv Das
	Aarav Dave
	Ameyaa Gargesha
	Dathrik Reddy Eruvaram
	Keshav Desai
	Avahan Gautam
	Madhavan Giridharan
	Nihit Girish
	Surya Gorthi
	Milan Hirian

	Senior Geography Bee
	Navika Joseph
	Nivedh Joseph
	Mayank Karanam
	Viyat Madhyastha
	Kavir Malhotra
	Vishisth Pandey
	Aarhan Manish
	Shourya Mogulothu
	Rushil Patil
	Yeshas Raghuram
	Zayn Mohammed
	Avyukth Ram Sarann
	Vivek Raval
	Soham Sahu
	Shriyans Sangamkar
	Arjun Sengar

	Senior Geography Bee
	Roneel Sharma
	Karthikeya Veldurthy
	Shourya Sodhani
	Praneeth Tangirala
	Abhay Vemuri
	Akshay Vemuri
	Arjun Vegesana
	Vihaan Vishwanath
	Nihal Vivek
	NOT PICTURED

	SENIOR  BRAIN  BEE
	Senior Brain Bee
	Myreen Ahsan
	Friendswood, TX

	Harshavardhan Annangi
	Egg Harbor Township, NJ

	Kaveesh Balaji
	Cary, NC

	Advait Duvvuru
	Fremont, CA

	Nivriti Kadari
	Waxhaw, NC

	Aryan Khedkar
	Rochester Hills, MI

	Jind Kaur
	River Hills, WI

	Arman Kazi
	Hummelstown, PA

	Adhrit Manchikanti
	Apex, NC

	Saisurya Lakkimsetti
	Martinez, GA

	Gokul Kesav
	Cary, NC

	Marsha Nath
	Tucson, AZ

	Yeshwanthika Rajasekar
	Morrisville, NC
	Vernon Hills, IL

	Jiyan Singh
	River Hills, WI

	Sunidhi Varghese
	Frisco, TX

	NOT PICTURED
	Sakshi Joshi – Miami, FL Sahil Thorat – Shreveport, LA


	SENIOR ESSAY WRITING BEE
	Senior Essay Writing Bee
	Namish Balaji
	Plantation, FL
	St. Johns, FL

	Harshavardhan Annangi
	Egg Harbor Township, NJ

	Jind Kaur
	River Hills, WI

	Gokul Kesav
	Cary, NC

	Sharvesh Maheshwer
	San Antonio, TX

	Adhrit Manchikanti
	Apex, NC

	Marsha Nath
	Tucson, AZ

	Pragna Nunduri
	Land O’ Lakes, FL

	Anish Palwai
	Cary, NC

	Kaveesh Balaji
	Cary, NC

	Arman Kazi
	Hummelstown, PA
	Kalaivardhini Muthuraman

	Apex, NC

	Urja Patankar
	Jersey City, NJ


	Senior Essay Writing Bee
	Vidyuth Srinivasan
	Plano, TX

	Sunidhi Varghese
	Frisco, TX
	Vernon Hills, IL

	Nilawi Venkat
	Chelmsford, MA

	Saumya Singh
	Chesterfield, NJ

	Tiger Zhao
	Cary, NC

	NOT PICTURED
	Adwetta Bhattacharyya – Ellington, CT Kaustubh Dingari – Novi, MI Sakshi Joshi – Miami, FL Mrudhula Kannan – Farmington, MI Chirag Menon – Ramsey, NJ
	Pranav Mungara – Lewisville, TX Aanya Sabharwal – West Windsor, NJ Diya Sateesh – Georgetown, TX Sree Vidya Siliveri – St. Augustine, FL


	Senior  Public Speaking  Bee
	Senior Public Speaking Bee
	Harshavardhan Annangi
	Egg Harbor Township, NJ

	Kaveesh Balaji
	Cary, NC

	Namish Balaji
	Plantation, FL

	Eshan Bulusu
	Canton, MI

	Advait Duvvuru
	Fremont, CA
	St. Johns, FL

	Swanik Mannem
	St. Augustine, FL
	Kalaivardhini Muthuraman

	Apex, NC

	Nivriti Kadari
	Waxhaw, NC

	Gokul Kesav
	Cary, NC

	Marsha Nath
	Tucson, AZ

	Anish Palwai
	Cary, NC

	Urja Patankar
	Jersey City, NJ

	Jaismi Patel
	Liberty Township, OH


	Senior Public Speaking Bee
	Aakash Ravishankar
	Saumya Singh
	Vidyuth Srinivasan
	Sahasra Sunkavalli
	Sunidhi Varghese
	Nilawi Venkat
	NOT PICTURED
	Adwetta Bhattacharyya – Ellington, CT Kaustubh Dingari – Novi, MI Rohan Francis – Ashburn, VA Pavani Kankanala – Cranston, RI Mrudhula Kannan – Farmington, MI
	Sumith Madasu – Novi, MI Chirag Menon – Ramsey, NJ Pranav Mungara – Lewisville, TX Aanya Sabharwal – West Windsor, NJ Sree Vidya Siliveri – St. Augustine, FL


	Everyone Starts Somewhere
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	NorthSouth Foundation Board Of Directors
	Dr. Ratnam Chitturi
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	Director

	M.S. Rao
	Director
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	Director
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	Director

	Siva Vavilala
	Director


	NorthSouth Foundation Leadership Team
	Visa Meyyappan
	Dr. Krishnan Gowri
	Dr. Priya Krishnan
	Narayana Janga
	Jagadeesh Gullapalli
	Manish Sarda
	Srikanth Raju

	NorthSouth Foundation National Finals Leadership Team
	Sashank Ganapathiraju
	Convener

	Prasanna Paralkar
	Technical Coordination
	Co-Convener

	Krishnan Gowri
	Contest Chair

	Jagadeesh Gullapalli
	I.T.
	Naveen Hanumansetty
	Grading Coordinator

	Visa Meyyappan
	Administration

	Dhanalakshmi Devendran
	Awards & Trophies

	Narayana Janga
	Chief Learning Officer
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	Advisor

	Sampath Narayanan
	Advisor

	Sai Sharma
	Advisor


	NorthSouth Foundation Raleigh Finals Committee
	Vasu Subramanian
	Awards

	Teja Kavuru
	Awards

	Sashank Ganapathiraju
	Convener
	Prof. Saravanan Arunachalam

	Co-Convener

	Hyma Venati
	Awards

	Anish Palwai
	Anjali Reddy
	Bee Book

	Sowndarya Chivukula
	Bee Book

	Anirudh Palwai
	Bee Book
	Kalaivardhini Muthuraman


	Pravanthika Koyi
	Bee Book, Photography

	Mayank Jain
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	Payal Desai
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	Srihari Pidaparthi
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	Sachi Pradhan
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	Prassanna Rao
	Food


	NorthSouth Foundation Raleigh Finals Committee
	Suneetha Kaligotla
	Food

	Prasad Lanka
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	Gayathri Vasudevan
	Grading

	Sirisha Kota
	Hospitality

	Kowsalya Ganapathiraju
	Hospitality

	Desi Vijay
	Meet-the-Pro

	Kamesh Pemmaraju
	Pranav Kosuri
	Meet-the-Pro

	Ramya Tummala
	Registration

	Sridevi Sabarinath
	Registration

	Harshil Garg
	Meet-the-Pro

	Sree Vidya Medidi
	Sponsorship

	Kumar Ganapathiraju
	Technical Coordination

	Balaji Mayreddy
	Technical Coordination

	Prasanth Saduneni
	Volunteer Resources

	Bala Subramanian
	Volunteer Resources


	NorthSouth Foundation Academic Core Team
	CONTEST CHAIR
	Dr. Krishnan Gowri
	SPELLING & VOCABULARY
	MATH
	SCIENCE
	SCIENCE OLYMPIAD
	BRAIN BEE
	GEOGRAPHY BEE
	ESSAY WRITING
	PUBLIC SPEAKING
	IT SUPPORT
	IT SUPPORT (CAPE START TEAM)
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	CELEBRATE THE
	CHAMPIONS
	2025 Winners

	Junior Science 1st  Sayan Panda, Frisco, TX 2nd Riaan Bichkar-Modak, Ann Arbor, MI 3rd  Nainika Gundam, Ashburn, VA Intermediate Science 1st   Avyaan Jain, Bakersfield, CA 2nd Hamsini Venkatesh, Brentwood, NH 3rd  Siddharth Vankadara, Brookhaven, GA Senior Science 1st   Ajishveera Jayachandran, Phoenix, AZ 2nd Sriniket Venkatesan, Buffalo Grove, IL 3rd  Niranth Bhumireddy,  Highland Village, TX
	Math Level 1  1st   Hamsini Venkatesh, Brentwood, NH 2nd  Ruthvik Boddapu, Wylie, TX 3rd   Tanya Patel, North Andover, MA Math Level 2  1st   Varen Challagolla, Starkville, MS 2nd  Nihal Vivek, Cypress, TX  3rd   Vaibhav Menedal, Hershey, PA Math Level 3 1st   Advait Joshi, Livingston, NJ 2nd  Hayden Hughes, Newtown, CT 3rd  Rishabh Rajesh, Hoffman Estates, IL
	Volunteers, we need YOU!
	NorthSouth is built on the dedication of volunteers who believe in empowering the next generation. Whether you're a student, parent, alumnus, or community member, your time can make a meaningful difference. E contribution helps create opportunities for students to learn, grow, and succeed. By volunteering, you are not only giving back to the community but also helping inspire future leaders and ensuring that NorthSouth continues to make a lasting impact for years to come. Read further to explore the opportunities!
	Coaching
	Contests
	If you’re interested, reach out to your local Chapter Director or check out the QR Code  for more information


	A Big Thank You To Our Sponsors!
	Platinum Sponsors
	Accept U Vidhya Rights Foundation
	Bronze Sponsor
	MassMutual NeoPenn Life Strategies LLC Drs. Raj and Vijaya Polavaram Mr. Prasant Kantamsetty Suneetha and Kishore Kaligotla

	NorthSouth Patron
	Vema Mortgage
	Thank you to our generous sponsors for making  a child's joy and  celebration possible  with thESE special contributionS!
	$1000  (1st Place Ranks)



	A Big Thank You To Our Sponsors!
	$500  (2nd Place Ranks)
	$250  (3rd Place Ranks)


