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August 12, 2017 

 
Dear Participants of the 2017 North South Foundation’s National Finals at the 
University of Houston: 

 
On behalf of the North South Foundation and the Constituents of the 

Eighteenth Congressional District, I am pleased to extend my personal greetings 
to everyone participating in the 2017 NSF National Finals. This competition is 
taking place at the University of Houston and I am elated Houston was chosen as 
the host city. 

 
I am confident that each person participating in this year’s National Finals will 

continue to achieve national acclaim for significant academic accolades and that 
this competition will tremendously benefit the young participants in the areas of 
public speaking, essay writing, spelling bees, brain bees, and competitions in 
math, vocabulary, geography, and science. I would also like to take a moment 
and thank the parents of the participants for their outstanding support. 

 
Once again, welcome to the 2017 North South Foundation’s National Finals 

and congratulations to all participants of this prestigious event. 
                                                                         

Sincerely, 

                                                  
  Sheila Jackson Lee 

Member of Congress  
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•  Working with US Scholarship coordinator for tracking 
and monitoring the process

•  Making recommendation for improvement in policy 
or norms

•  Participating in scholarship communications

NSF is ready to start the 2017-18 scholarship seasons 
with a goal of giving 2000 scholarships to the first year 
students and renewing all current scholarships. If you 
would like to volunteer in any form of scholarship pro-
cess please contact the US scholarship team as below

Ratnam Chitturi 
US Scholarship Team head
2 Marissa Ct
Burr Ridge, IL 60527 (USA)
Phone: 630-323-1966
Email: chitturi9@gmail.com 

Vengatesan Sidheswaran
US Scholarship Coordinator
10924 LE JARDIN CIRCLE 
APT 102
TEMPLE TERRACE, FL 33617
PH# - (813) 380 3266 - Mobile
sidheswv@yahoo.com
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	 The foundation provided by NSF helped me in 
other mainstream competitions, including the Scripps 
National Spelling Bee, where I was fortunate to be 
placed 4th. Though I did invest a lot of my time with 
spelling, my NSF experience also helped me in compe-
titions outside of NSF, including Math and Future Prob-
lem Solvers competitions. The Future Problem Solvers 
competition is a unique and exhilarating experience, 
where we work as a team in solving problems set up in 
a futuristic world. Our team was fortunate to qualify for 
these competitions at the State and International levels. 
These achievements would not have been possible but 
for the healthy competitive spirit and discipline instilled 
through my NSF experience.
	 I guess, one may say that I am now “retired” 
from spelling bees. However, NSF’s core values of dis-
cipline, perseverance, and humility will always guide 
me. These values CANNOT be learnt from a textbook 
or taught at schools.  Indeed, at NSF, “Every Child is a 
Winner” because what the NSF child takes home are not 
just certificates and trophies but also, values, culture, 
and heritage.
 	 I have really enjoyed participating in NSF as 
a competitor. I plan to continue my involvement with 
NSF and help children in the Greater Houston area and 
in India through Spelling Bee workshops and mentoring 
opportunities. The lessons learnt and values instilled in 
me will never be lost as I continue my journey in life. I 
look forward to helping and encouraging other children 
take the NSF path to success!              
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Tribute to Spelling BeeTribute to Spelling Bee
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“So that was how they started, is it?” I said, awed. All 
five of their backgrounds were intriguing.
Geography Bee bobbed her head in assent. “That’s when 
Brain Bee comes in!” She exclaimed, enthusiastically. 
Brain Bee, who had kept quiet for most of the interview 
so far, nodded. “Yup.” He said, a nervous smile on his 
face. “I lived in an apiary. One day, I escaped without 
the owner knowing, and I eventually met these five.” 
He gestured to the rest of the bees. “They benevolently 
welcomed me into their group. I was inspired by their 
competitions to create one of my own: The Brain Bee.”
“For a while, our competitions weren’t very popular, 
and only bees would participate them. However, once 
humans discovered them, they spread like a wildfire. 
Many organizations took inspiration from them!” Ge-
ography Bee told me.

That led me to my next question. “Speaking of organi-
zations, how do you feel about NSF?” I asked.
“We’re so glad that NSF is working hard to help children 
achieve success.” Spelling Bee announced.
“Yes, what Spelling Bee said is true. NSF’s mission is 
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Value creation with NSF
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Varun Gupta
Middleton, WI

Vayun Krishna
Sunnyvale, CA

Vijay Ravi
Troy, MI

Yash Pandit
Germantown, MD
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“Authentic Hyderabadi Food House”
Biryani P     t

®

6509 HOUSTON, SUITE B
HOUSTON, TX 77057

Phone: 713.278.8085 • Fax: 713.278.8086
info@biryanipotusa.com • WWW.BIRYANIPOTUSA.COM

Authentic Menu 
ONLY RESTAURANT IN UNITED STATES WHICH SERVEs AUTHENTIC 
HYDERABADI BIRYANI AND MANY MORE AUTHENTIC DISHES!

DINE-IN • TAKE OUT • CATERING

Open 7 days a week

We only serve zabiha halal meet in all our locations.

LOCATIONS NATIONWIDE
   HOUSTON, TX • Katy, tx • AUSTIN, TX • SAN ANTONIO, TX

 IRVING, TX • PLANO, TX • EAST WINDSOR, NJ
 ISELIN, NJ • JERSEY CITY, NJ • PARSIPANNY, NJ

MORRISVILLE, NC • DENVER, CO • ATLANTA, GA • NEWARK, CA

COMING SOON
Los Angeles, CA • SAN DIEGO, CA • HERNDON, VA
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the work I had done over the past four years would be 
a waste if I didn’t win, and that led to my decision to 
pursue. I would finish all the country profiles – which I 
began doing just after the bee – and worked a lot more 
on United States geography.
By October, I was done with the remaining 85 pro-
files, and by December, I completed the states. Having 
a schedule helped me stay on track and keep track of 
what I was doing. In December, I asked my mom to make 
electronic quizzes based on each profile, which she did. 
The quizzes enabled me to retain the information I had 
collected, and I was able to take every quiz at least twice.
This mental preparation ended up being extremely useful, 
because the 2017 state bee was the toughest I had faced. 
The top three, which included Tanay Mannikar, Dhruv 
Nistala, and I, used up all the final round questions and 
went into tiebreakers.. Eventually, Tanay missed his 
second question, which led to a repeat final between 
Dhruv and me. We exhausted all the championship round 
questions, and, after writing down the last question’s 
correct answer of Xi’an, I was declared state champion 
once again. I had survived the most difficult test and  
was ready for the national finals.
Leading up to D.C., I continued to study my material 
with the absolute goal of winning. Even in the hotel 
room, I went over my lists to make sure I was able to 
recall what I had learned. This time, I made it into the 
top ten without tiebreakers, allowing me to relax.
In the national finals, I was a little nervous, but still 
focused. By round two, I had more points than all other 
contestants, which helped increase my confidence. I missed 
just one question en-route to the top three, and despite 
not having the best reasoning on the Geo Challenge, I had 
picked up enough points to set up a championship round 
with another previous finalist, Thomas Wright. Once 
again, the contest went to tiebreakers (after a challenge 
on my part), and Mo Rocca asked both of us the same 
question: “What 1,200-mile mountain range separates 
the Taklimakan Desert from the Tibetan Plateau?”
I instantly wrote down “Kunlun Mountains,” which, for 
the second time, I knew from studying China extensively. 
After Thomas’s answer was revealed to be wrong, I was, 
at long last, declared the 29th National Geographic Bee 
Champion, the greatest moment of my life.
That moment could not have been possible without the 
support of my parents and sister, the encouragement of 
my friends, classmates, and teachers, and the organi-
zation of the National Geographic Society’s members 
and staff. They all helped me tremendously on my path 
to success and a special shout out 
to my Mom for constant encour-
agement, unwavering support and 
wholehearted belief in me and my 
capability. 
As Winston Churchill once said: 
“Success is not final, failure is not 
fatal: it is the courage to continue 
that counts.” Without persistence, 
victory is impossible. If you learn 
from your mistakes and come back 
even stronger than before, you, 
too, could become a champion!

North South Foundation102



North South Foundation103



North South Foundation104



North South Foundation105



North South Foundation106



North South Foundation107



North South Foundation108



North South Foundation109



North South Foundation110



North South Foundation111



North South Foundation112



North South Foundation113



North South Foundation114



North South Foundation115



North South Foundation116



North South Foundation117



North South Foundation118



North South Foundation119



North South Foundation120



North South Foundation121



North South Foundation122



North South Foundation123



North South Foundation124



North South Foundation125



North South Foundation126



North South Foundation127



North South Foundation128



North South Foundation129



North South Foundation130



North South Foundation131



North South Foundation132



North South Foundation133



North South Foundation134



 

BEST WISHES  
FROM TEST MASTERS 

 

 SAT/PSAT 
 GMAT 
 ISEE 
 FE/PE 

 ACT 
 GRE 
 HSPT 
 LSAT 

 

www.testmasters.com 
Phone: (281) 276 - 7777 
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KIT Professionals, Inc.

Delivering Innovative and Economical 
Solutions to Engineering Challenges

2000 W Sam Houston Parkway S, Suite 1400
Houston, Texas 77042

(713) 783-8700
www.kitprofs.com @KITPROFS

 Water Treatment, Transmission and Distribution

 Wastewater Conveyance and Treatment

 Traffic and Transportation

 Hydrology and Hydraulics

 Infrastructure Master Planning

 Construction Management and Inspection
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Urmila Yelamanchili
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Math Bee Level 3 Junior Science Bee Senior Science Bee

Intermediate Science Bee
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First Name Last Name Chapter
Balagurunath Sreenivasan Worcester, MA
Ravichandran Subramanian Tampa, FL
Sravanthi Vallampati Cleveland, OH
Bhaskar Varanasi Detroit, MI
Gayathri Vasudevan Raleigh, NC
Ramesh Vasudevan Tampa, FL
Vijai Venkata Houston, TX

The success of North South Foundation is completely due to the extraordinary efforts of its volunteers. North South 
Foundation solely relies on volunteers to conduct its educational programs, raising and distribution of funds for the 
needy students in India. Nothing in life equals the gift of service you can extend to help all the deserving children in 
reaching their maximum potential.

North South Foundation is very pleased to present the Distinguished Service Award to the following volunteers in 
2017. The Distinguished Service Award is presented to those volunteers who unselfishly contributed their time for 
NSF’s Educational Contests or for fund raising activities to support the NSF Scholarship program in India. These are 
volunteers who best exemplify the type of high quality public service that became the hallmark of the Foundation.

North South Foundation truly appreciates the dedication of these volunteers towards the goals of the Foundation.

Distinguished Service Award Recipients for 2017

First Name Last Name Chapter
Sahithi Aluri Jacksonville, FL
Parthiban Andi Barrington, IL
Srinivas Bandi Atlanta, GA
Neetha Chada Houston, TX
Jaishankar Chandran Tampa, FL
Grirish Chawla Philadelphia, PA
Lalitha Coimbatore Ft Lauderdale, FL
Vibin Damodaran Worcester, MA
Ganesh Dasari Houston, TX
Kirti Devi Portland, OR
Geetha Govindan Worcester, MA
Aruna Karunakaram Ann Arbor, MI
Vinay Kashyap Worcester, MA
Anupama Lanka Raleigh, NC
Amudha Madhan Hinsdale, IL
Sanjay Munshi San Ramon, CA
Ian Murray Worcester, MA
Murali Narasimman Stamford, CT
Anbu Ponniah Jacksonville, FL
Mohan Ram San Antonio, TX
K.S. Rao Sacramento, CA
Sree Lakshmi Rao Sacramento, CA
Aruna Sadasivan Atlanta, GA
Kotha Sekharam Tampa, FL
Madhavi Sekharam Tampa, FL
Jith Shamarao Des Moines, IA
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